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EXPERIMENTS IN PHOTOGRAPHY. 
By Rev. CHarRLEs Cook. 
INTRODUCTION. 

By H. Hystop. 


The publication of Dr. Cook’s report on his personal experi- 
ments should be preceded by two or three comments. (1) The 
private character of the man and his clerical profession. (2) 
The exclusion of the medium from the results. (3) The com- 
parison of the phenomena with those published in the Proceed- 
ings, Vol, VIII. (4) A statement as to the position taken by the 
editor regarding the phenomena. 

As indicated Dr. Cook is an Episcopal clergyman who went 
into journalism after a short career in the ministry.* He has 


*The following biographical material will enable us to form some con- 


ception of the informant. In an explanation of certain private matters he 
writes me :— 


“For the past ten years I have been engaged but little in the active min- 
istry of the church, owing sometimes to the depleted condition of my physical 
system caused by overwork, and, then by the coming on of deafness which 
hindered seriously in conducting the services (Episcopal), at the same time 
maintaining my canonical relation to the church by whatever interest I could 
show in its services. Of course I had to do other work for the support of my 
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long been interested in psychic research and seems especially to 
have carried on personal investigations in so-called “ spirit pho- 
tography’, which he prefers to denominate ‘“ Psychic Pho- 
tography”. The name makes no difference, except that it leaves 
open questions which “ spirit photography” may beg. The 
present report represents his own experiments under conditions 
which except the medium from suspicion, at least in most in- 
stances. In one or two instances, the photograph, tho associ- 
ated with the same medium with whom the test experiments were 
made, was not a test one, but is given for certain coincidental 
incidents. The important ones, however, seem to have been made 
under very good conditions and whether we accept their genuine- 
ness or not, they deserve record. That is the primary reason for 
publishing them and not their conclusiveness as phenomena. 
These important pictures were taken by himself and tho the 
medium was present he was not allowed to furnish or to develop 
the plates. His part consisted in focussing the camera on the 
sitter, Dr. Cook, pushing in the slide and making the exposure. 
One of the psychics was allowed to hold his hand over the plate, 
but nothing else. It was in the dark, and his hands were ex- 
amined to see that he had nothing on them to impress the plate. 
But in all cases, where any importance is attached to the result, 
the medium was denied the development of the plate as well as 
the furnishing of it. The whole process was under the control 
of Dr. Cook, except for the presence of the medium. 

The third point is comparison with other results. In the 
Journal, Vol. IX, pp. 148-175, we publish an article reviewing 
Mr. James Coates’ book on “ Photographing the Invisible” and 
in it a summary of the Flora Loudon incident given here in full. 
That requires no further outline here. But in the Proceedings, 
Vol. VIII, pp. 395-464, we published the experiments of Mrs. 
Marguerite Du Pont Lee and as many of the readers of the 
Journal do not see the Proceedings I shall briefly summarize the 
results there recorded. 

Mrs. Lee is a sister of the great powder manufacturer and is 
a woman of sufficient means to have built a charity, which she 


family, and consequently have been associated with the circulation depart- 
ments of several papers of this city (Denver), first the Denver Express, and 
then the Denver Times and Rocky Mountain News, and about four months 
ago I made a change to the Denver Post.” 
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personally conducts. She has no mercenary interest in the ex- 
periments which I reported, having conducted them for her own 
personal satisfaction. Her social connections take her out of the 
ordinary class of people and her humanitarian work as well as 
intelligence makes it difficult to impeach her veracity or honesty. 
My long investigation of her and her work convinced me that she 
was an honest person and the naive manner in which some of her 
experiments were made favored her entire innocence in regard 
to the results. 

Her own automatic writing told her she could take photo- 
graphs of an extra-normal type. She took her son’s kodak and 
went to work. It was some three months before anything began 
to appear on the films. She exposed a portrait or a lamp on a 
chair in her own room and had the films developed at the shop 
of a regular firm engaged in developing films. Nothing appeared 
on them until some three months elapsed and the first unusual 
result occurred after she had seen a brilliant light of the psychic 
type. The first unusual pictures were of the kind that any one 
can duplicate by double exposure, and I suspected that explana- 
tion. But Mrs. Lee insisted that she had not made double ex- 
posures. Inquiry brought out the statement that she had not 
only made single exposures, but also that the manner of taking 
them prevented double exposure, which was to let the kodak rest 
on a table and the only contact with it was touching the trigger 
that opened and closed the shutter. If double exposure occurred 
it would have to have been intended or to have been done during 
some trance or somnambulic state. Finally under an alleged 
single exposure she obtained a photograph of the back of a chair 
seen through the canvas of a portrait which was, resting on the 
chair. This type of picture occurred several times. On several 
occasions a picture of the portrait was seen on the chair when it 
was said not to have been on the chair at all, but lying on a bed 
in another room. I succeeded in producing this result myself 
by my own experiments with Mrs. Lee, having conducted the 
experiment without Mrs. Lee’s taking any part in it. But the 
films happened to have been her own, tho I saw no evidence of 
their having been tampered with. Often a disc of light was pro- 
duced on the film, such a light as sometimes develops into a face 
with a clairvoyant. Finally Mrs. Lee got to tying plates on her 
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forehead and developing them herself in the presence of another 
psychic, without allowing him to touch them. Fearing that she 
herself might have gone into a waking trance or somnambulic 
state and exposed the plates without knowing or remembering it, 
I told her the objection to the results and her brother bought 
plates, tied them on her head, and taking them away developed 
them himself with results like those of Mrs. Lee. Then another 
gentleman whom I asked to do the same bought his own plates, 
tied them on Mrs. Lee’s head, took them away with him and 
developed them under his own eyes with similar results. It was 
evident that waking trances or somnambulism on the part of Mrs. 
Lee did not have a part in these results. 


Among the results were a photograph, repeated in many 
forms and positions, of Mr. Bocock, who had been a friend of 
Mrs. Lee, and photographs of several other persons, acquaint- 
ances and non-acquaintances. The first alleged picture of Mr. 
Bocock was the facsimile of a pen drawing, not of a photograph. 
None of them were reproductions of the only photographs of 
him in the possession of relatives and friends. Many of the 
photographs were of written messages purporting to come from 
Mr. Bocock, who had died some eight or nine years ago, and 
from some others. In connection with some of the experiments 
and pictures there were interesting coincidences of the mental 
type which we cannot narrate here. But all the photographs used 
in the report, except one or two printed for their coincidental 
interest, were such as had been taken without the intervention of 
any other psychic, some of them exempting Mrs. Lee herself 
from all possible suspicion. 


Readers must go to the Proceedings for details. I am sum- 
marizing them here because the results are not evidence for 
“spirit photographs”. You may explain them in any way you 
please, but they do not prove that photographs of spirits were 
taken. The anomalous pictures in connection with the chair, the 
messages on the plate in writing, with some resemblance to the 
handwriting of Mr. Bocock, the back of the chair seen through 
the canvas, or the portrait taken with the back seen through it, 
when it was known that the portrait was in another room, are 
certainly not pictures of spirits, however you explain them, and 
whatever the explanation it will apply to the photographs which 
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appear to be those of spirits. The same process must be applied 
to the whole series. Accepting the genuineness of those not 
taken by a camera but by tying the plates in black carbon enve- 
lopes on her head they show that optical laws have nothing to do 
with them. Hence if we decided that some of the photographs 
were not “ spirit photographs ” we should have to apply the same 
conclusion to those that appear superficially to be such. The 
result is that none of them can be regarded as evidence of photo- 
graphing spirits. If you wish you may claim that spirits caused 
them. But they are not adequate evidence of such an explanation 
and they are certainly not what we might superficially take them 
to be. 

Now some of the results of Mr. Cook duplicate certain fea- 
tures of the pictures of Mrs. Lee. The picture of the cross on his 
person, the picture of the book with the handkerchief in it, ap- 
parently this, the picture of the flower, the cross, and the heart 
in the photograph of Flora Loudon, the pictures taken without a 
camera and the square and star in one of his own are all inci- 
‘dents that suggest or prove similar results to those of Mrs. Lee 
and are not features of “ spirit photographs” as interpreted on 
astral or spiritual body analogies. The consequence is that they 
have an unusual interest for us, if they can be accepted as genu- 
inely supernormal photographs. The careful manner of taking 
them makes them worthy of record. So far as I can see the case 
rests on the accuracy of the testimony of Dr. Cook, That has to 
be questioned first in order to get any leverage for other than 
supernormal explanations. 

One thing must be remembered. The importance of the 
photographs does not depend on their nature. It is not the in- 
ability to produce similar results in any way you please that de- 
termines their significance, but the question whether you_can 
duplicate them under the alleged conditions and yet prove that 
they are ordinarily made. Many people suppose that it is the 
impossibility of producing the kind of picture that constitutes the 
evidential and miraculous interest. It is nothing of the sort. 
The primary question is whether the photographs were produced 
in the manner asserted. It is not the ability to duplicate the 
photographs in the ordinary way that prevents them from being 
“ spirit photographs”, as some would claim that they are, but 
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the fact that they are produced in the way described, which is 
not the ordinary method, if they were produced as alleged. For 
all that we know “ spirit photographs’ may be exactly like the 
results of conjuring or those of ordinary simulation. We do 
not know anything about the ways of spirits, at least in so far 
as physical phenomena is concerned, except that they may 
resort to somnambulic states in which to work as in trances. 
All that we know is that there is evidence that they exist. What 
means they may have, whether conforming to optical laws or not, 
for producing such phenomena we do not know. We do not even 
know that we are taking photographs of spirits, even if we as- 
sumed the phenomena to be genuine. The results might be pro- 
duced by spirits without being photographs of spirits. All de- 
pends on the evidence. Hence the whole question turns upon 
the testimony and accuracy of the experiments of the informants. 
If there was no error in experiment and observation and if the 
pictures were taken as described we have something not ordinarily 
explicable, and any one may adopt what theory he pleases. 

The results are printed here without any implications that 
they are conclusively evidential. It is not the primary object of 
this Journal to be a final arbiter as to evidence. Many experi- 
ences deserve record that may not subscribe to the best standards 
of evidence. If they come from intelligent people and are 
properly described, they should have a place in a record, whatever 
the final verdict about them. That verdict can never be given 
unless they are recorded. Hence I publish them because they 
purport to be unusually well performed experiments with results 
not to be explained by any ad captandum methods. I offer no 
explanation for the facts, nor would I insist that they must be 
accepted at their superficial value. I am reporting Dr. Cook’s 
statements, and his profession and evident desire to be cautious 
and thorough in the experiments make them eminently worthy 
of record. The future must determine whether such results have 
the value that seems to attach to them. 

There are only two objections that can be raised to these ex- 
periments. (1) We may impeach the testimony of the experi- 
menter and informant either for mal-observation or for wilful 
deception. (2) Without impeaching his testimony we may try 
to explain the facts by somnambulic work on his part in which 
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he may not actually be a witness of what he did himself, tho hon- 
estly reporting results as he found them. That is, we may sup- 
pose that Dr. Cook had himself gone into a somnambulic state 
and unconsciously prepared the plates after he had taken the pic- 
tures. He has shown some psychic tendencies and this suppo- 
sition might be said to apply. 

It is certain that you cannot apply the hypotheses of decep- 
tion and somnambulic phenomena at the same time. One or the 
other is out of court when it comes to such an attempt. We 
may believe mal-observation with impunity, because we cannot 
prove it did not occur. But the circumstantial and detailed ac- 
count of the experiments leave little or no room for mal-obser- 
vation at the only points where it would have to apply. Mal-ob- 
servation cannot be used im abstracto or without responsibility 
for specific evidence and relevant to the point of time in the 
process. Besides the observation of others which he had. in his 
protection in certain experiments makes it more difficult to apply 
mal-observation on his part. 

The fact is, that somnambulic action on his part is the stronger 
objection. Dr. Cook’s sleepiness on certain occasions lends itself 
to the support of this view. But there are several difficulties in 
the application of the hypothesis. (1) Somnambulic develop- 
ment of the plates was not done on the occasion of taking the 
pictures, if the report of the facts be accepted. (2) In some 
cases he had the protection, in this respect, of other observers 
who watched him. (3) In the development of the plates, in some 


instances, he has the protection of the parties who did develop 


them and who would have observed plates already developed, if 
they had been so. (4) The many failures to get results are 
against somnambulic work where it was as likely as in the suc- 
cesses. (5) In this respect the last nine failures are particularly 
instructive. In some instances, the whole responsibility rests 
on the photographer and he obtained nothing. In others it rests 


on Dr. Cook and he failed. 


A few of the photographs, Figures XXVI, XXVII, XXVIII, 
XXIX, XXX and XXXI were not test experiments, but they are 
included here for certain features of interest that suggest they 
should have the same explanations as the others.—Editor. 


L 
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EXPERIMENTS IN PSYCHIC PHOTOGRAPHY. 
By Rev. CHARLES HALL Cook, Pu. D. 
PART I. 


TEST EXPERIMENTS. 


In the summer of 1901, June 25th to July 27th, I made twelve 
experiments with Mr. Edward Wyllie, 507% South Spring Street, 
Los Angeles, Cal. I varied the conditions under which these trials 
were made purposely to prevent substitution of plates or tampering 


with them, as well as to gratify my curiosity as to what may be the 
results. 


Mr. Wyllie was courteous and generous to me in these experi- 
ments. He granted me the privilege of using his gallery studio, 
camera, dark-room and all accessories thereto, free of charge, and 
unhesitatingly complied with all conditions I prescribed. I made no 
engagement at any time for a succeeding experiment; I was unde- 
cided whether I should make another experiment. 

The plates used in these experiments I myself provided, a box of 
4x 5 Stanley plates, purchased at a regular dealer’s, Dewey Brothers, 
326 South Spring Street, on the morning of the first experiment. It 
was not opened until I myself cut it open in Mr. Wyllie’s studio on 
that morning. I kept it in my possession from that time on, in my 
coat pocket when experimenting or in my locked trunk in my private 
apartment. At no time did this box of plates pass into the hands of 
Mr. Wyllie or anybody else. 


Before every trial I made a thorough examination of Mr. 
Wyllie’s camera, lens, plate-holder, background of sitter, and all ac- 
cessories thereto. ‘The developing of the negatives was not done in 
his dark-room but at different galleries by photographers under my 
supervision, except in several instances in Mr. Wyllie’s dark-room 
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when he assisted at my request. Whenever a trial was made, no one 
was present, except the photographer assisting me and the witness 
who had Mr. Wyllie in charge, and on two occasions a clairvoyant, 
invited for experimental purposes. 

In the first three experiments I was assisted by an experienced 
photographer, a “ professional” thirty years, as well as a capable 
investigator, and by an attorney-at-law, who was the witness that had 
Mr. Wyllie in charge during one of the experiments, and by a lady 
who was the witness of the other experimer. (third). At no time 
during these three trials did Mr, Wyllie enter the dark-room or come 
into contact with the camera, plate-holder, or any accessories or ap- 
pliances used in his photographic work. All that was desired of him 
was his personal presence whilst the experiment was being made, 
and there was nothing more or other than this. 

The prints that accompany the following records are made from 
the original negatives, and noted by the same Roman numerals that 
designate the experiments to which they belong. 


EXPERIMENTS I, II, III and IV. 


Experiment I was made under conditions described in the prefa- 
tory statement, June 25th, 1901, Tues., ll a.m. The negative of this 
experiment was spoiled by mistake at the Plaza Gallery (opposite the 
Plaza on Main Street)—-put into the wrong chemicals, the fixing 
solution instead of the developer. 

Experiment II was made under conditions described in the pre- 
fatory statement, June 25th, 1901, Tues., 1:15 p. m. It was the 
second experiment in which I was assisted by the photographer, Mr. 
John H, Disler, a capable investigator and well known citizen of Los 
Angeles, residing at 1247 Ionia Street. 

Mr. Disler carefully examined, under my supervision, the camera, 
tablet, background and lens. . We noted especially that the plate- 
holder was single, 7. e., having only one slide. I made a critical ex- 
amination of the curtain hanging as background behind the sitter’s 
chair. Withdrawing to the dark-room, I took a plate from my box 
of plates kept in my coat pocket, handed it to Mr. Disler, saw his 
hand in the “ ruby light ” take it, place it in the holder, and shut it 
(holder). At once Mr. Disler opened the door, and following close 
behind him out of the dark-room I seated myself in the sitter’s chair, 
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observing all the while the plate-holder, which he placed against the 
leg of the camera-tripod. He then focussed the camera upon me, 
adjusted the holder into it, drew out the slide, uncapped the lens, 
timed an exposure, and recapped the lens. Pushing the slide back 
into the holder he removed it from the camera and I followed close 
behind him into the dark-room, observing the plate-holder all the 
time. Upon closing the door behind me I saw Mr. Disler’s hand in 
the “ ruby-light ” open the holder, take the plate from it, and hand it 
to me, which I enclosed in a box and put into my coat pocket. From 
thence we went together to the dark-room of an amateur pho- 
tographer opposite Mr. Disler’s residence on Ionia Street and devel- 
oped this negative. 

In obtaining Mr. Disler’s consent to assist me it was agreed that 
he should do only and whatever I desired him to do in co-operation 
with me, and furnish me with a record or statement of same. Here- 
with I copy verbatim his statement. “ This is to certify that I as- 
sisted Dr. C. Hall Cook in two successful experiments with Mr. Ed- 
ward Wyllie, photo-medium, at his gallery, 507% South Spring 
Street, Los Angeles, Cal., on June 25th and 26th, 1901. Dr. Cook 
furnished the photographic plates which we together selected at 
Dewey Brothers’ Stock Supply House on Spring Street immediately 
before beginning to make experiments. Dr. Cook took charge of 
the box of unopened plates that we had selected. On our way to 
Mr. Wyllie’s studio we met Mr. John Krimminger, lawyer, and Dr. 
Cook obtained his consent to be a witness of the experiments. In 
Mr. Wyllie’s gallery I thoroughly examined his camera and all acces- 
sories therein and thereto, and at no time in these trials did Mr. 
Wyllie touch anything in connection with them while Dr. Cook and 
I were in the gallery room. Dr. Cook and I operated together in the 
dark-room, and he usually gave me the plate as he took it from the 
box which he carried with him, and I placed it in the holder, and 
going into the studio focussed the camera and made exposure upon 
said Dr. Cook. Returning to the dark-room with Dr. Cook I re- 
moved the exposed plate from the holder and gave it to him, and go- 
ing from thence I with Dr. Cook developed the plates in different 
developing rooms in the city. (Signed) J. H. Disler.” 

In this experiment I was assisted by the attorney alluded to in 
the prefatory statement, Mr. John H. Krimminger, member of the 
firm Griffith and Krimminger, 101% South Broadway, Los Angeles, 
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as a witness of the experiment and having Mr. Wyllie in charge 
during the time. I had obtained Mr. Krimminger’s consent to act in 
this capacity only a few minutes before the experiment was made. 
Mr. Disler in his statement, as quoted above, corroborates this, viz. : 
“On our way to Mr. Wyllie’s studio we met Mr. John Krimminger, 
lawyer, and Dr. Cook obtained his consent to be a witness of the ex- 
periment”. Also Mr. Krimminger in the statement he gave me says: 
“On the 25th day of June, at lunch time, I met John Disler and Dr. 
Cook on Spring Street, in Los Angeles, and was requested by them 
to go to the photo-studio of Edward Wyllie and see a picture taken. 
I went with them to the studio (stating here what he saw viz.,)— 
Mr. Disler put it (plate-holder) in the camera, while Dr. Cook took 
a seat in front of the camera and said Dr. Cook’s picture was taken. 
Mr. Wyllie did not touch the plate-holder during the whole time, 
(and) was not nearer than 41% feet of the camera. (Signed J. H. 
Krimminger.” 

There were two supernormal results obtained in connection with 
this experiment. One of them was clairvoyant. Whilst Mr. Wyllie 
was standing apart in conversation with Mr. Krimminger, not more 
than five feet I think from the camera, and looking towards me at 
the time the exposure was made,.I heard him say, “I see a bright 
spot near the elbow of Dr. Cook’s arm”; he described it as a “ spot 
of light”, “luminous”. In his formal statement Mr. Disler says: 
“ At the time I made the exposure Mr. Wyllie was standing at a 
short distance and said he saw a bright spot on Dr. Cook’s arm.” 
Also in his statement as witness, Mr. Krimminger says: “ At the 
time—when the picture was taken he (Wyllie) said he saw a star or 
bright spot on the right lapel or right arm of Dr. Cook.” [Figs. I 
and II.] 

On developing the negative we discovered Mr. Wyllie’s statement 
of what he saw to be correct. There was beyond doubt plain to be 
seen a spot resembling a bright or luminous object near the elbow of 
my right arm. After a critical examination of the developed nega- 
tive and a good print made from it, we were fully convinced that the 
phenomenal effect thereon could not be accounted for as a blemish 
or defect in the coating of the plate. In his statement concerning it, 
Mr. Disler says: “ The result of the first experiment (1. ¢., first ‘ suc- 
cessful’ experiment) was the appearance on the plate of a bright 
spot or spot of light on Dr. Cook’s arm. (Signed) J. H. Disler.” 
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Examined under a magnifying glass or even with the unaided eye, 
this object, said by Mr. Wyllie to be “a bright spot of light ”, “ lu- 
minous ”’, near the elbow of my right arm, presents the appearance of 
a cube-shaped diamond emitting rays of light in lateral directions. 


Experiment III was made under conditions described in the pre- 
fatory statement. It was the third experiment in which I was as- 
sisted by the photographer, Mr. John H. Disler, as described above 
in Experiment II. This trial was made on the following day, June 
26th, 1901, Wed., 10:45 a. m. No engagement had been made for 
this experiment. The witness who had Mr. Wyllie in charge during 
the time was Mrs. C. A. Saville, a visitor from Lyndon, Washington. 

In the statement Mrs. Saville gave me she says: “ I was a witness 
in the studio of one Edward Wyllie (photo-medium) for the pur- 
pose of seeing that no one touched the camera nor in any way ap- 
proached the curtain behind the chair in which Dr. Cook sat for the 
purpose of obtaining a spirit photograph. The photographer upon 
this occasion being a Mr. Disler—Mr. Wyllie and Mrs. Geo. Gard- 
ner stood apart at a window in conversation during the entire prepa- 
ration and ‘sitting’, myself sitting at a short distance. The ‘sit- 
ting’ referred to took place June 26th, 1901. (Signed) Mrs. C. A. 
Saville.” 

Upon recapping the lens Mr. Disler, I observed, had difficulty in 
getting the slide back into the holder. Taking this exposed plate 
from the holder and putting it into the empty box I had with me, I, 
with Mr. Disler, went to the dark-room of Fred. E. Munsey and Co., 
406 South Broadway, and there we developed it. In doing so we 
saw coming out upon itsa face other than that of the sitter’s before 
the latter became visible. Upon close examination we discovered it 
to be the face of a girl or young lady, somewhat blurred, but plainly 
visible on the dark background and upper part of my vest. The fore- 
head appeared to be under my collar, and just above it was visible an 
object resembling a star. The sitter’s face was mych blurred and his 
form in an abnormal position, inclined too much to one side as though 
taken out-of-focus. We also discovered a crack in this negative 
down through the shoulder and side of the sitter. Fig. ITT. 

In the second paragraph of his formal statement Mr. Disler says: 
“The result of the second experiment (17. ¢., the second ‘ successful ’ 
experiment) was the appearance upon the plate of a face on the up- 


fe 


Experiments in Photography. 13 


permost part of Dr. Cook’s vest, part of the forehead being under 
the collar, with a star lily faintly visible above it. An accident befell 
this plate and cracked it. When I placed it'in the holder in the dark- 
room I had failed to securely fasten it, so that when I drew out the 
slide for exposure the plate fell from its proper position and cracked 
it, and probably caused the blurredness of Dr. Cook’s features. This 
plate of the second (1. e., second ‘ successful’) experiment was de- 
veloped by myself in company with Dr. Cook in the developing room 
of Munsey’s Photographic Store, on Broadway, Los Angeles, Cal. 
The plates were developed immediately upon exposure. (Signed) 
J. H. Disler.” 


Experiment 1V was made under conditions, described in the pre- 
fatory statement, June 27th, 1901, Thurs., 11 a. m. Calling upon 
Mr. Wyllie at his studio, I explained why Mr. Disler thought his 
services not further needed, and asked }::m to assist in further ex- 
perimenting, to which he unhesitatingiy consented. Mr. Wyllie 
rendered the same assistance as did Mr. Disler in the dark-room and 
at the ‘camera, focussing, capping and uncapping the lens. My atten- 
tion was directed especially and constantly to the plate-holder, which 
was not out of my sight a single instant except the time it was in the 
camera chamber. 


In the dark-room my observations of Mr. Wyllie were exactly the 
same as those I made with Mr. Disler. They were no less critical; 
indeed they were more so. I saw plainly in the “ ruby light ” every 
movement of Mr. Wyllie’s hands in handling the holder, both in the 
act of putting the plate I gave him into the holder, and that of re- 
moving it from the holder, and putting it into the chemicals and de- 
veloping it. My attention was tensely alert that nothing escaped my 
notice. 


In developing the negative of this experiment I saw coming out 
upon it a face other than that of the sitter’s, and as in the preceding 
case before the sitter’s face became visible. It became more clearly 
defined as the developing process was nearing its completion. Re- 
turning immediately to the gallery room, and as Mr. Wyllie held up 
this negative before the window, I saw on it a face of remarkable 
beauty and distinctness, a face even more clearly defined than my 
own. 
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Comparing it with the face of the preceding experiment we saw 
that it was the same face that had appeared upon the plate the day 
before, that of a girl or young lady. It covered my left shoulder, 
and extended upon my breast, and was larger and much more dis- 
tinct than the phantasmal face of the preceding experiment, with ad- 
ditional accompaniments, flowing and wavy hair, encircled with a 
halo of luminous radiance, star-shaped flower or lily in hair, just 
above the forehead, and symbolic representations of a cross and heart 
below the face. Figs. LV and V. 

Aside from the conditions complied with in making experiments 
thus far, the result of this experiment and the facts that followed 
later on prove it to be superior to all others that | made with Mr. 
Wyllie. I quote from my original notes, which were written out in 
full on the third day after the experiment, 1. ¢., June 30th, 1901, and 
attested under the seal of legal authority. It is as follows: 


“This face 1 recognized as that of a young lady or girl 
whom I first met in the month of September of the year of 
1866, as a student of Antioch College, at Yellow Springs, 
Ohio. We were classmates at that institution, and passed 
two years of student life together. Her home was at Hig- 
ginsport, on the banks of the Ohio, twenty miles above my 
old home. She passed into the other life about four years 
after the short period of our student life together, that is, 
in 1873. The name is Flora Loudon.” 

(The years of our student life together were 1866-1867 


and 1868-1869, she being absent the intervening years, 
1867-1868. ) 


Almost four years after the foregoing record or affidavit was 
made I met in Los Angeles, Cal., a stranger, a visitor just come to 
that city, who I| learned later was well known as a reputable lawyer 
forty years in an Eastern city. He proved on further acquaintance 
to be a near relative of Flora Loudon deceased. I quote his testi- 
mony, under the seal of legal authority, of recognition of the psychic 
photograph as being “an excellent likeness” of his “ niece”, Flora 
Loudon. 


$ 
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“State of California, County of Los Angeles. 
William Loudon, being first duly sworn, deposes : 


Being in Los Angeles, Cal., about the 7th of May, 1905, as an idle 
visitor, I chanced to see a posted handbill announcing that Dr. Cook 
would deliver a lecture that evening on ‘ Psychical Research’. 


I had never up till that time known Dr. Cook, but, attracted by 
the nature of the subject announced, I went to hear the lecture. 
During the course of his lecture, the doctor exhibited a number of 
stereopticon views of pictures, purporting to be photographs of 
human forms that at the time they were caught by the photographic 
plate were entirely invisible to the eye. 


Among these pictures was one which I distinctly recognized as 
that of Flora Loudon, who died more than thirty years ago. Her 
death occurred shortly after her return from Washington, D. C., 
where she had been with her grandfather, General Loudon, to wit- 
ness the ceremonies of the inauguration of General Grant as Presi- 
dent of the United States. 


She was my niece, and during all her life I was in her company 
very often, and knew her intimately, and hence am able to aver, 
from my own personal knowledge, that aforesaid photograph bears 
a most striking resemblance to the original, as I knew her near the 
time of her decease. 


So far as I know, there was never taken, during the life of Flora 
Loudon, a photograph of her, with such symbols as are seen on said 
photograph, shown me by Dr. Cook.* 

Loupon. 
Subscribed and sworn to before 
me, this 29th of May, 1905. 
(Seal) Epwarp G. KusTEr, 
Notary Public in and for Los Angeles Co., Cal.” 


* The circumstance that the photograph of Flora Loudon was not a fac 
simile of the one ultimately found in Georgetown, Ohio, might be taken as 
throwing doubt on the identity. But granting that, it would only prove that 
the Ohio photograph could not have been used to make the picture. But the 
fact that Mr. and Mrs. Loudon also recognized the psychic photograph goes 
far to protect the case against doubt, especially from the manner of recog- 
nizing it. But Dr. Cook took the matter in hand and reported to me inde- 
pendently the facts which represent Mr. Loudon’s proof that it was Flora 
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On the same day (May 29th) that Mr. Loudon made the fore- 
going affidavit, | met his wife for the first time, as she had just 
arrived from the East. Examining the psychic photograph carefully 
Mrs. Loudon said: “ Yes, it looks like Flora.”” Mr. Loudon ex- 
plained that Mrs. Loudon was his second wife, and had had but 
slight opportunity to know his niece. But Mrs. Loudon’s recog- 
nition was from a different point of view from that of her husband. 
She said: “It resembles very much a picture I’ once saw of her.” 
Several days after this (July 3d), referring to a picture of Flora she 
“had seen many years ago”, Mrs. Loudon said: “I took occasion 
to examine and study the face carefully, as I thought it resembled 
a daughter of mine.” Several weeks later (July 23d), describing 
her remembrance of the picture “seen many years ago” as being, 
she thought, “an old daguerreo-type or tin-type ”, Mrs. Loudon inci- 
dentally remarked: “ The picture I referred to was taken of Flora 
when, I think, she was about sixteen at the time, her hair was down 
on the forehead, and the face a front view, just like the one you 
have: I think it was in the possession of her (Flora’s) grandmother 
at Georgetown, Ohio.” 


In reply to a letter of inquiry that meanwhile had been mailed to 
surviving members of the Loudon family at Georgetown they sent 
me a photograph of Flora Loudon (the only one obtainable). It 
had written on the back of it “ May, 1872”. This photograph was 


Loudon’s picture. Apropos of my review of Mr. Coates’ book on “ Photo- 
graphing the Invisible”, Dr. Cook wrote me :— 


“TI could have furnished him with a photo of Flora taken at 22 years of 
age, six years after I first met her at Antioch, then a girl wearing short 
dresses, small of stature, and at the age of 16, which age and face, as I re- 
membered it, were the only basis of my recognition of the psychic picture as 
being that of Flora Loudon, and also, as I understood it, of Mrs. LLoudon’s 
from memory of a lost picture of her at that age. The photo at 22 years of 
age shows conspicuously the miniature lilies in her hair and the miniature 
Roman cross at the center of her breast to which is attached a chain holding 
a ring. I should hardly have recognized the psychic picture as being that of 
Flora Loudon I once knew, had it been taken from or like this one. But Mr. 
Loudon, a critical student (one of Antioch’s first graduates) and lawyer of 
high standing had no doubt about the ‘ strong resemblance’, he said, between 
the psychic photo and the one sent by the Georgetown relatives in Ohio. 
Indeed he pointed out like features as being family characteristics and Mrs. 
Loudon and myself noted one in particular as being peculiar to Mr. Loudon 
himself, the uncle. Aside from the foregoing, I do not think Mr. Loudon was 
biased or influenced by reason of devotion to any creed or belief, for he was 
far from being a Spiritualist, totally unacquainted with it, so he said, and was 
not a propagandist of any sort of theory or philosophy—simply a matter-of- 
fact, unemotional, level-headed, successful lawyer.”—Editor. 
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taken of her at the age of twenty-two, which was six years after I 
knew her in 1866-7 as a classmate at Antioch College. Although the 
lapse of six years at that period of life in a woman usually works a 
great change, and although the position of the sitter in the photo- 
graph is different from that of the psychic picture, the former being 
a side view and the latter a front view; comparing the two faces 
with the utmost care Mr. Loudon said: “ There is a strong resem- 
blance “a very strong resemblance ”’. 

(There is something in every face that cannot be said to be 
physiological. It differentiates the face from every other face. To 
him who knows it or to whom it is familiar, it is the strongest proof 
of reality. Did William Loudon, Flora’s uncle, who “ knew her inti- 
mately all her life”, discern that indefinable something in the face 


of the psychic photograph, when he repeatedly affirmed it to be “ an 
excellent likeness of Flora” ?) 


The symbols in the psychic photograph are pronounced in size 
and distinctness. ‘These are star-shaped flower or lily in the hair, 
just above the forehead, cross and heart below the face. Comparing 
the two photographs critically Mrs. Loudon observed that the flowers 
in Flora’s hair were five in number and had five points, and were of 
the same form or shape as the flower in the psychic photograph. 
There are in Flora’s photograph five small or miniature flowers in 
her hair, above the left ear and near the top of her head; they have 
five points, and are of a star shape or form like a lily. The large 
flower in the hair of the psychic photograph, just above the fore- 
head, has five points, resembling a star or a lily, and is of the same 
shape or form as the miniature flowers in Flora’s photograph. 

Three years and two months after the above incident (July 18th, 
1905—Sept. 18th, 1908) I also made a discovery. Whilst rummaging 
among my photos, etc., I happened to come across Flora’s photo- 
graph which I supposed was lost. Scrutinizing it my eyes fell upon 
an ornament on her person which, strange to say, had heretofore 
escaped observation. This ornament is a small or miniature cross 
fastened at the centre of her breast, to which are attached her watch 
chain and another holding a ring. Examined under a magnifying 
glass it is plain to be seen there is a resemblance between the cross 
on her breast and cross in the psychic photograph, indeed a striking 
resemblance. The cross on her breast is Roman in design, and so 
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too the cross in the psychic photograph. They are alike in design 
and in the same position. 

Comparing the symbols and ornaments of both photographs, the 
only difference is their size. The cross on her, breast is a miniature 
compared with the cross in the psychic photograph, just as the 
flowers or lilies in her hair are miniatures compared with the large 
shaped flower or lily in the psychic photograph. 

The symbols in the psychic photograph, star-lily, heart and cross, 
were perfectly appropriate to Flora Loudon (see Coates’ “ Photo- 
graphing the Invisible”, Am. ed., p. 172, Eng. ed., p. 182). 


My recognition of the psychic photograph as being the face of 
Flora Loudon deceased was purely an act of memory, wholly un- 
assisted by any material means. I had never seen a photograph, 
picture, or likeness of her, of any kind whatever—certainly not from 
the time I first knew her as a school-girl in 1866, except once. That 
once was soon after her death. Happening to be in Higginsport an 
hour or so, I looked upon only for a few moments a life-size portrait 
of her in the parlor of the old home. But this portrait, I learned, 
was made of Flora Loudon at the age of twenty-two, then a matured 
woman ; whereas I recognized the psychic photograph as being her 
likeness, as I knew her as a school-girl at the age of sixteen. There 
had never been in my possession even a letter or word written by 
Flora Loudon that might serve to hold her in memory—certainly not 
a photograph or any sort of picture of her to hold her face in 
memory. Fig. XXXIV. 


EXPERIMENTS IN PSYCHIC PHOTOGRAPHY (Continued). 


(Preface copied herewith for convenience of reference. C. H. C.) 

In the summer of 1901, June 25th to July 27th, I made twelve 
experiments with Mr. Edward Wyllie, 50714 South Spring Street, 
Los Angeles, Cal. I varied the conditions, under which these trials 
were made, purposely to prevent substitution of plates or tampering 
with them, as well as to gratify my curiosity as to results therefrom. 

Mr. Wyllie was courteous and generous to me in these experi- 
ments. He granted me the privilege of using his gallery studio, 
camera, dark-room and all accessories thereto, free of charge, and 
unhesitatingly complied with all conditions I prescribed. I made no 
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engagement at any time for a succeeding experiment; I was unde- 
cided whether I should make another experiment. 

The plates used in these experiments I myself provided, a box of 
4x 5 Stanley plates, purchased at a regular dealer’s, Dewey Brothers, 
326 South Spring Street, on the morning of the first experiment. It 
was not opened until I myself cut it open in Mr. Wyllie’s studio that 
morning. I kept it in my possession from that time on, in my coat 
pocket when experimenting or in my locked trunk in my private 
apartment. At no time did this box of plates pass into the hands 
of Mr. Wyllie or anybody else. 

3efore every trial | made a thorough examination of Mr. Wyllie’s 
camera, lens, plate-holder, background of sitter, and all accessories 
thereto. The developing of the negatives was not done in his dark- 
room but at different galleries by photographers under my super- 
vision, except in several instances in Mr. Wyllie’s dark-room when 
he assisted at my request. Whenever a trial was made, no one was 
present, except the photographer assisting me and the witness who 
had Mr. Wyllie in charge, and on two occasions a clairvoyant, in- 
vited for experimental purposes. 

In the first three experiments I was assisted by an experienced 
photographer, a “ professional” thirty years, as well as a capable 
investigator, and by an attorney-at-law, who was the witness that 
had Mr. Wyllie in charge during one of the experiments, and by a 
lady who was the witness of the other experiment (third). At no 
time during these trials did Mr. Wyllie enter the dark-room or come 
in contact with the camera, plate-holder, or any accessories or appli- 
ances used in his photographic work. All that was desired of him 
was his personal presence whilst the experiment was being made, and 
there was nothing more or other than this. 

The prints that accompany the following records were made from 
the original negatives, and are noted by the same numerals that desig- 
nate the experiments to which they belong. 


EXPERIMENTS V, VI, VII and VIII. 


Experiment V was made under conditions described in the pre- 
fatory statement, July 1st, 1901, and as usual I was the sitter. Mr. 
W assisted as in the preceding experiment. The negative was 


developed by an amateur photographer, Mr. W. E. Baxter, in his 
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dark-room and with his chemicals. The result was the appearance 
on the lower part of my breast of a phantasmal face, clearly defined 
and fully distinct as my own. Fig VI. 

Experiment VI was made under conditions described in the pre- 
fatory statement, July 3d, 1901, at 11 a.m. As usual I was the sit- 
ter and Mr. Wyllie assisted as in the preceding experiments. He 
also developed the negative in his dark-room, with his chemicals, 
and at my request made a print from it. 

There were two results obtained with Experiment VI. One was 
a well-defined psychic face and form against my left breast and ex- 
tending to the lowest extremity of it. It was that of an elderly and 
venerable-looking man, with abundant, wavy, snowy locks, clustered 
about his face, and clad in sort of clerical attire. The other was 
symbols, against my right arm at the elbow, of a square with a five- 
pointed star in its angle. Fig. VII. 

I had an unusual experience in connection with the psychic face 
on this plate. When Mr. Wyllie handed me the print, he remarked, 
he thought it was the face of “ some eminent writer ” ; and as neither 
of us knew, he said: “ I’ll go and ask Mrs. G (his assistant), she 
may know.” Meanwhile I became interested in studying the vener- 
able-looking face, etc., and as I heard Mr. Wyllie’s footsteps return- 
ing in the hallway, there came into my mind two words, almost 
audible, and so distinct were they, that as he was entering the room 
I instinctively put up my hand forbidding him to speak, “ don’t tell 
me”, said I, “ it’s Emanuel Swedenborg ”. Indeed I was surprised, 
for | had no remembrance (nor have I had up to date) of ever 
having seen a picture of Emanuel Swedenborg, or of having read any 
description of his personal appearance. 

Deciding to ascertain whether the psychic face was that of 
Swedenborg, I immediately, at Mr. Wyllie’s suggestion, called upon 
a Mrs. H—(a block distant), who had Swedenborg’s works, but 
found no portrait in any of the volumes. Thence I went to the 
Public Library and not finding any portrait of him in his published 
works, I made known my quest to the lady assistant librarian, relat- 
ing also my unusual experience. Seemingly interested she promised 
to make search meanwhile and find if possible a portrait of Sweden- 
borg. (All the above events transpired 4:30-6:30 p. m. of the same 
day.) 

Later (second or third day thereafter), by accident—as I had 
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forgotten about it—I dropped into the Public Library and (not in the 
least expecting it), the lady assistant handed me a small musty vol- 
ume, which she said she had found in the storage-room among cast- 
away books, periodicals, etc. The title of it I saw at a glance was 
“Treland’s Life of Swedenborg”, and upon opening it my eyes fell 
upon the frontispiece, which was an old discolored steel plate por- 
trait, subscribed “ Emanuel Swedenborg”. Making a critical ex- 
amination of it and comparing it with the psychic photograph I saw 
that the latter was almost an exact duplicate or facsimile of it, but 


could not possibly have been made from it without betraying 
imitation. 


Another interesting experience followed later on. Whilst I was 
having a social chat with a prominent lawyer (many years “ judge 
on the bench ’”’) at his residence, in the evening of the following day, 
I took occasion, as he was interested in psychic investigation, to show 
him the result of my Experiment VI. Going at once to his library 
my legal friend brought me a volume having in it a handsome steel 
plate portrait of Swedenborg, evidently representing the great seer 
at the noon-day of life and many years younger than as shown by 
my psychic photograph. 

And some weeks later (not more than five or six after the inci- 
dent just mentioned), a gentleman, a perfect stranger, called upon 
me (his name I learned on inquiry was “ William L. Crowe, residing 
at 453 Figueroa Street, Los Angeles’’). He was greatly interested 
in Wyllie’s psychic photographs, and as he had heard of my investi- 
gations he said, he wanted to show me a fine picture, which he had 
just obtained, of the “ Rev’d. Philip Doddridge”. (Of course he 
was mistaken.) Upon looking at the psychic portrait—which was 
indeed a remarkable one—I at once recognized it as being almost an 
exact copy of the portrait of Swedenborg, which my friend of the 
legal profession had shown me, and which was fresh and vivid in 
my mind. Fig. VIII. 


Experiments VII and VIII were made under conditions described 
in the prefatory statement, I, as usual, being the sitter and Mr. 
Wyllie assisting, but no psychic effect was produced upon the plate 
of Experiment VII. The result obtained in Experiment VIII, July 
9th, 1901, a. m., was the appearance upon the plate of a lad’s face on 
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my right breast, and as clearly defined as my own, but in a slightly 
abnormal position, being in an oblique angle to my face. Fig. IX. 


EXPERIMENTS IX, X, XI and XII. 


Experiment IX was made under conditions described in Experi- 
ment VI, July 15th, 1901, a.m. It was very different from the other 
experiments. As usual I provided the plate from my box of plates 
in my side coat pocket. As no one was to be the sitter, the experi- 
ment was conducted as follows, Mr. Wyllie assisting and Mrs. G— 
a clairvoyant being present: After having loaded the plate-holder, 
I took a slate from among others lying promiscuously on a table 
near by, washed and wiped it thoroughly, and carefully examined 
it, to make sure there was no writing on it, especially concealed 
writing. ‘Then I held it before the lens of the camera, about eighteen 
inches from it, and Mr. Wyllie uncapped the lens and made an 
exposure. Whilst this was being done, Mrs. G , who was look- 
ing at or towards the slate at the time, exclaimed: “Oh, I see a 
crescent and points in it like a star and lines underneath it like writ- 
ing, see if it isn’t so when you develop it.” 

On developing the plate we saw the clairvoyancy of Mrs. G 
to be correct. There was plainly to be seen on it a crescent and a 
star in it and a message in writing, subscribed with names of two 
well known persons (deceased). The message was as follows: 
“Keep on with your investigation and you will be backed by a 
power that will bring success. Philip Brooks, Joseph B. Rohdes.” 
The orthography of the message and names, I saw, was bad, but that 
did not concern me, as the names were fresh in my memory as 
alleged communicators who had written by the hand of an automa- 
tist a year or two before in Denver, Colo. These communicators 
who frequently wrote by the young lady’s hand purported to be 
Phillips Brooks and Joseph Rhodes Buchanan. Fig. X. 

Mr. Wyllie or Mrs. G had no knowledge of these facts, nor 
had they any possible means, as far as I could see, of knowing or 
coming in contact with the automatist referred to. 

Several things are to be noted in examining this plate (X). 

(1) The fingers of the hands holding the plate. The little fingers 
are crooked, slightly bent at the ends towards and under the third 
fingers, and the joints of the fingers next to the nails are elevated or 
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enlarged, and the nails of the several fingers of each hand are as 
broad as they are long. These are marked characteristics of my 
fingers, and the natural crookedness of my little fingers and large- 
size joints near the ends of my fingers were made worse by the 
habits of a base-ball player many years. 

(2) The letters, etc., of the message; “th”, “a-”, and “J”, as 
they appear in the negative or print, are either on or in front of the 
fingers, that is, the 3rd and 4th of the left hand, and the 2nd finger 
of the right hand. Whilst the letters of the message are noticeably 
bright and distinct, the crescent and star above it are pale and faint. 

(3) The peculiarity of the area containing the crescent and star. 
This area, about the size of a nickel, is sprinkled or dotted thickly 
with tiny light gray spots, while the entire field of the plate as well 
as the message itself outside this area is clear or free from anything 
of the kind. 

Several whys to be explained—following from things noted. 
(1x) If the message that appeared upon the photographic plate was 
already in writing on the slate (1. e., invisible or concealed), why is 
it that the letters “th”, “a-”, and “J” appear to be on or in front 
of the fingers? 

(2x) If “ X-Ray ” photography explains such an appearance (i. 
e., of invisible writing made visible through flesh and finger nails), 
why is it that these letters “th”, “a-”, and “ J ” are not in the least 
dimmed, but are as bright and distinct as other letters of the 
message? 

(3x) If another slate had been substituted for the one I cleaned 
and examined, why is it that the fingers of the hands holding the 
slate are a perfect likeness of my fingers with all their peculiarities ? 

Remarks, etc. : 

(a) That a message, inscribed upon a transparent film and super- 
imposed upon the plate, could have been transferred by second 
exposure to the plate, that had already been subjected to the 
' chemical action of light from twelve to fifteen seconds, is impossible. 

(b) Photographers tell me (and, of course, they know?) that 
“ double-exposure ” cannot possibly explain the extra-normal effects 
produced upon the plate of this Experiment (X). 

(c) The facts noted in the foregoing examination suggest— 
(1) The crescent and star (inclusive of the area of tiny spots) 
were produced upon the plate by means of an unknown process 
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and substance (possibly the latter being chemically adulterated 
with elements extracted from the slate). 

(2) The message was not impressed directly upon the slate, but 
produced im front of it by means of an unknown process and 


substance, different from or in some sense differentiated from 
the former. 


Experiment X was made under conditions described in Experi- 
ment VI, July 18th, 1901. Several psychic effects were produced 
upon the plate of this experiment. Two of them are described in 
notes which I jotted down at the time. That record is as follows: 


“The open book (note-book) at the top of my breast 
is as good a likeness as I can reasonably imagine could be of 
the ‘ Yale Note-Book ’, five of which I have filled with notes 
of my observations and experiences in Psychical Research, 
and am now using the sixth. The impression upon my 
mind (which is in fact more than such in the light of recent 
developments) is that the letters faintly inscribed across 
the lower part of my breast spell the name of my deceased 
daughter (who passed into the other life about three years 
ago). The name is Maud, and this style of chirography 
MAUDE is somewhat like the shape of the letters in the 
negative as critically examined under a magnifying glass.” 


There is another psychic name, just above it, which it is now 
practically impossible to decipher satisfactorily; but at the time 
using a magnifying glass, and other means of assistance, I was able 
to decipher it as being the word “ Enloes ”, which was the maiden 
name of my mother (deceased). These psychic effects upon the 
photographic plate brought vividly to my mind the fact that two 
years before this among the many alleged communicators, who 
wrote by the hand of an automatist in Denver, Colo., two of them 
purported to be my mother and daughter Maud (both deceased). 
Figs. XI and XII. 

Also there appears to be lying on one page of the open note- 
book in the psychic picture an object, possibly resembling a loosely 
crumpled handkerchief. This recalled to mind a trivial matter. 
Two years before I visited Los Angeles, whilst busy in my study 
arranging notes and transcribing the voluminous script ‘of my 
automatist to records for preservation, using the “ Yale Note-Book ” 
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for that purpose, and the summer heat being sultry and oppressive, 
it was my habit, for convenience of wiping the sweat from off my 
face, to lay my handkerchief on one page of the note-book whilst 
writing on the other, at the same time my attention being diverted 
by loud and numerous raps on my desk and thereabouts. This, it 
would seem, may explain the white object on the page of the open 
note-book of the psychic picture. 

Mr. Wyllie had no knowledge of the facts mentioned in the above 
statements. He knew nothing about my deceased relatives. He 
never saw any one of my “ Yale Note-Books”’. He had no know- 
ledge of their contents nor of anyone who had. They were kept in 


my locked trunk in my private apartments on @emple Street. He 
was never in said apartments. 


Experiment XI resulted in no extras produced upon the plate 
besides my form as the sitter. 

Experiment XII was made under conditions described in the 
prefatory statement, with the exception that I made use of Mr. 
Wyllie’s dark-room, without his presence or assistance therein, or 
that of any other photographer, or of anybody else. I now copy 
verbatim the record made at the time of said experiment: 


“July 26th, 1901. In this experiment I myself did all 
the work except the focussing, which was done by Mr. 
Wyllie. That is, as usual, I furnished my own plate un- 
touched by anyone but myself, placed it in the slide in the 
dark-room, came out from thence, and placed the slide on a 
chair close to the camera. Then Mr. Wyllie, focussing the 
camera as I sat in the sitter’s chair looking in the direction 
of the chair on which rested the slide, slipped it into the 
camera and made the usual exposure. I went at once to the 
camera and took the slide into the dark-room, removed the 
plate from it, placed it in a box kept in my coat pocket, and 
went from thence to the Plaza Gallery (in front of the 
Plaza on Main Street, Los Angeles, Cal.), and there I de- 
veloped the negative. As I am a priest in the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, the illuminated cross on my breast as a 


symbol is both appropriate as well as significant of the 
religion I teach.” 
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The critical part of this experiment was from the time I placed 
the holder upon the chair to that of uncapping the lens. As cor- 
roborative evidence that I was constantly observing the plate-holder 
all this time, the print herewith shows my eyes fixed upon a certain 
locality immediate to the left of the camera (sitter’s point of view), 
that locality being the chair on which rested the plate-holder and 
where Mr. Wyllie was standing in the act of putting the holder into 
the camera and uncapping the lens. The expression of the eyes and 
face of the sitter shows that he was not asleep or hypnotized but 
intensely alert. Fig. XIII. 

(The critic may demur, alleging that what the investigator terms 
“ illuminated ” in hi8 record bears a striking resemblance to what is 
known in photography as “ over-exposure ” and therefore casts dis- 
credit upon the experiment itself. This criticism ignores, of course, 
the conditions under which the result was obtained, and is a ground- 


less assumption, as there was no cross on the sitter’s breast to be 
over-exposed ”’. ) 


(It should be especially noted that Experiment IX, as was also 
Experiment II, was accompanied with another kind or form of 
“supernormal ” activity, 7. ¢., Clairvoyancy ; the former experiment 
by the clairvoyant experience of the sensitive Mrs. Geo. Gardner 
and the latter by that of the medium-photographer Edward Wyllie.) 


SUPPLEMENT TO EXPERIMENTS VI, IX, X AND XII. 


Experiment VI—The psychic face on the plate of this experi- 
ment, discovered to be the likeness of the great seer Emanuel Swe- 
denborg, proved to be exceedingly interesting to the investigator, be- 
cause of incidents in his own life. Aside from the curious experi- 
ence I had in obtaining the name of the venerable-looking person- 
ality, I had been deeply interested in the works of that “ eminent 
writer ” (as Mr. Wyllie named him), at different periods of my past 
history, which I saw were decisive epochs in my own inner life and 
mental development. Several of these, as nearly as I could recall, 
were 1890, 1894, and 1898. In 1890 I read certain parts of his 
works, which were the first I consulted on occult phenomena, be- 
lieving him to be a reliable authority on the subject. In 1894 I again 
became interested in his writings—this time from another point of 
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view, as I had come to believe or entertain the idea that his was the 
first attempt that had been made to classify the phenomena and 
reduce them to a science. Then again, in 1898, I read the writings. 
of the great seer, rather for another purpose, as my unsettled mind 
was at the time in the transition state, seeking the light that his 
“ revelations ” might give and eager for new ideas in religious philo- 
sophy. These incidents became vivid in my memory in connection 
with the result of this experiment, but I had made no mention of 
them to Mr. Wyllie or anybody else. 


Experiment IX—The slate-message on the plate of this experi- 
ment was more than an interesting piece of wholesome advice. It 
was peculiarly fitting to my state of mind at the time, and seemed 
to have unmistakable reference to certain investigations that I was: 
conducting. I was then investigating, besides psychic photography, 
other phases of mediumism, “ Slate-writing ”, “ Trumpet ” or “ In- 
dependent-voices ” “ Materializations ”, etc. Also prior to the time 
of this experiment, during 1899 and 1900, I had had 150 sittings 
and more with an automatist in Denver, Colo., with whose hand 
messages were written by numerous communicators, among whom 
the principals purported to be (and were identified) one, as the 
broad and spiritual minded (Episcopal) bishop of Massachusetts, 
for whom the investigator had great admiration (1. e., “ Phillips 
Brooks ”’), and the other, as the pioneer investigator and author of 
“ The New Education” and “ Psychometry”, in which the investi- 
gator had been interested 1890 and 1895 (1. e., “ Joseph Rhodes. 
Buchanan”). These communicators, writing by the hand of the 
automatist, spelled (or misspelled) their names differently at differ- 
ent times, for the reason as they alleged that they could not be ex- 
plained as “telepathic.” The fact that the names “ Philip Brooks ” 
and “ Joseph B. Rohdes”’ (whatever be the reason of the “ abnor- 
mal” or curious orthography) were subscribed to the slate-message 
photographed is evidence, apparently at least, that reference was 
being made in this way to the sittings I had with the automatist in 


Denver, Colo., and to idiosyncrasies of the communicators writing 
by her hand. 


Experiment X—The extra-normal effects produced upon the 
plate of this experiment seemed to be another unmistakable refer- 
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ence to my experiences with the automatist in Denver, Colo. These 
extras, described heretofore, were an open note-book having a white 
object upon it and the words “ Maud” and “ Enloes” (hardly now 
decipherable). By comparing the psychic picture to the Yale Note- 
Book I used at the time for recording the script of the automatist 
(Print X), anyone can see that it is a reasonably good likeness of 
the (supposed) original, and that the white object upon it presents 
the appearance of a crumpled handkerchief (Print X), which was 
a reminder to the investigator of a habit he had whilst making the 
records. (Paragraph 3rd of Ex. XII.) Also the words written 
under the psychic picture are the names of my deceased daughter and 
mother (1. e., my mother’s maiden name), and in the Yale Note- 
300k many psychic messages are recorded that purport to be from 
my deceased daughter (and identified as such) and frequent men- 
tion of the name of my mother, and particularly of this one, the 
maiden name, and messages from other deceased relatives, special 
friends and others well known to the investigator. 


Experiment XII—The picture of an (illuminated) cross upon 
the sitter’s breast in this experiment cannot be alleged to be other 
than a supernormal effect, for, all agencies or means of producing 
the result had been excluded by the conditions imposed. For the 
same reason it cannot be truthfully said there was a cross or object 
upon the sitter’s breast, concealed from or visible to sight. The 
remarkable thing about it is, that this picture of a cross upon the 
investigator’s breast was perfectly appropriate to him, for he himself 
belonged to the Priestly Order. Though he never wore on his per- 
son a cross as an emblem or “ insignia” of such an order, yet the 
central truth of the religion he taught was symbolized by the cross, 
and in his ministry he was associated with an ecclesiastical body, 
whose chief symbol was the cross. Fig. XXII. 


If the condition of Experiments VI, IX, X and XII made decep- 
tion impossible, the results of these experiments and the incidents 
relating to them, mentioned in the foregoing supplement, make it very 
evident that the intelligence or intelligences, operating in connection 
with the camera, etc., in producing them, had knowledge to some 
extent of the past history of the investigator, covering a period of 
about twelve years. If these intelligences were what they pur- 
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ported to be, that is, deceased relatives and friends of the investiga- 
tor, the explanation is a natural one. 
Rev. Hay Cook, 
108 W 13th Ave., Denver, Colo. 


EXPERIMENTS IN PSYCHIC PHOTOGRAPHY. 


In August, 1901, I experimented with an amateur photographer, 
Mr. Harry Crindle, under test conditions, at his residence 326 East 
12th st., Los Angeles, Cal. There were no results of the experi- 
ments in which I used his camera. Two experiments made with- 
out a camera were productive of remarkable results. Herewith I 
describe the conditions under which these experiments were made, 
assisted chiefly by notes jotted down at the time and by collateral 
records of other experiments. 

Experiment (A) was made about 4:30 p.m. At Mr. C.’s sug- 
gestion I procured large sized plates, as the Stanley’s (4x5) I had 
been using were not suitable. I obtained two (5x7) at the Plaza 
Gallery (opposite the Plaza on Main st.), and as I wanted them 
for “ scientific” purposes, the photographer told me he had taken 
them from a box just opened. 

I went direct to Mr. C.’s residence. He used the bath room 
adjoining the family room improvised for a “dark-room”. I 
marked my two plates. There were a small table or stand, de- 
veloper, etc., and “ dark-room light ” and nothing else except what 
is usually in a bath room. Closing the door, I took one of the 
two plates I had in a box in my pocket—Mr. C. at no time handling 
it, and we held it a short time, about a half or quarter of a minute 
I should think, “ magnetizing ” it as he termed it, that is, I held it, 
as he suggested, with my thumb and forefinger at the corners, film 
up, next to me, and he held it the same way at the corners next to 
him, my attention being alert all the time that nothing else hap- 
pened, and my hold on it was not relaxed one instant. 

Letting go his hold on the plate, Mr. C. told me to place it film 
side up on the table, and then to place my hands over it so as to 
form sort of a cabinet with a cup-like space underneath them, all 
of which I did. Thereupon addressing (supposedly) his “ guide”, 
Mr. C. said, “ Doctor Gordon, we are ready, are you?” Then three 
loud raps or knocks sounded as though made on the wall above our 
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heads, whilst Mr. C. I observed was standing close by my side. 
After I had kept my hands in the position as described about a half 
minute I should think, I heard again three loud raps made as be- 
fore. Then Mr. C. told me to develop the plate which I did by 
putting it into the pan near at hand and pouring the solution over it. 

After carefully developing the plate we went into the adjoining 
room, and there in full light was plain to be seen on it the face of 
a man, large sized, with full beard and other prominent features. I 
noted also my peculiar mark “J and several spots where my fingers 
had come in contact with the plate whilst forming the cabinet over 
it. No persons besides Mr. C. and myself were in the dark-room or 
adjoining room during the experiment. Fig. XIV. 

Experiment (B) followed immediately upon the one just de- 
scribed and was a repetition of it in every particular (with perhaps 
one slight exception, 1. e., my attention being extremely alert owing 
to the surprise given me by the result of it and the severe shock to 
my scepticism). The result of this experiment, herewith given, I 
saw was as plain and pronounced as the other, that is, the face of a 
woman, large sized, and equally distinct as the man’s face of the 
other experiment. Also I noted my peculiar mark on the plate. 
Fig. XV. 

Experiment (C) was made by Dr. William J. Pierce, 206 Post st., 
San Francisco, Cal. It is one of the many he conducted with Mr 
Edward Wyllie, Dec. 21st, 02 to April 23d, 03. Some of these 
are described in Dr. Isaac K. Funk’s book, “ The Widow’s Mite”, 
etc. Dr. Pierce told me this experiment was not made under test 
conditions, tho he could not reasonably doubt its probable genuine- 
ness because of results of experiments that he himself had conducted 
under strict test conditions. I introduce it here because the psychic 
face thereon, obtained in the’ ordinary manner of photography, 1. e., 
with camera and the chemical action of sunlight, is exactly the same 
face that appeared on the plate of experiment (B), which as de- 
scribed was made without a camera and the actinic rays of sunlight. 
Also, as is observable, the psychic face presents the appearance of 
flatness as tho impressed directly upon the plate, which is evident in 
the result of the other experiment, and hence it would seem there was 
no need of a camera at all. Fig. XVI. 


The prints (A) and (B) are from negatives of the transparencies 
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of originals which have been lost in an accident I think that befell a 
shipment of plates from Los Angeles. The negatives and transparencies 
are wholly in the natural state, that is, the pure productions of the actinic 
tays of light, without any artificial additions whatever. I have, at 
present in my possession, only two prints (A) and (B) in the full large 
sized dimensions (1. e., 5x 7) made directly from the originals. These 
are preserved in my album of psychic photographs. 

In marking plate (A) I tried to make the Greek letter x using the 
point of my knife blade, but did not succeed very well. In marking 
plate (B) I intended to make the curved angle .}. I use in noting para- 
graphs or places in book reading, but I failed to get the dot in the angle. 

The print (C) is from a negative, reduced in size, which was taken 
of a photograph that Dr. Pierce gave me. 

I met Mr. C— the first time early in the summer of Igo1, and my 
acquaintance with him was limited to a few social chats I had with him. 
His genial personnel made a favorable impression upon me. I sought 
no information about his standing in the estimation of others, nor know 
anything about his character as a medium, if such he were, nor wit- 
nessed any phenomena associated with him, if such transpired. 


INVESTIGATIONS IN PSYCHIC PHOTOGRAPHY. 


In the Summer of 1903 I made the acquaintance of a lad of six- 
teen years, Charlie Bartel, who, as I was informed, had discovered on 
his plates whilst photographing views in the mountains, phantasmal 
faces, figures, etc. The phenomenon stimulated so much curiosity in 
the minds of those who talked with me about it, that with my usual 
scepticism I felt it should be investigated critically. But on the 
supposition that Wyllie, Crindle, and Martin were themselves doing 
these things, and I was unable to discover “ the secret ” in my inves- 
tigations with them, in spite of the stringent test conditions I had 
imposed, I felt averse to repeating the same or similar experiments 
with the boy Charlie Bartel. I saw nothing to be gained in doing 
so, and as I was at a loss what to do further in the way of test- 
experimenting, I preferred that some other than myself invent, pre- 
scribe, and apply such conditions to the lad and his kodak-phenomena, 
as would exclude the possibility of deception or fraud. 


EXPERIMENTS BY DR. J. C. HOLLAND. 


Accordingly my friend (a “ sceptic”), a highly reputable citizen 
and professional man of long standing in this city (Denver), con- 
ducted a series of experiments in psychic photography with the boy- 
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medium, Charlie Bartel, under test conditions. This investigator is 
well known as Dr. J. C. Holland, located at the time at 910 16th st. 

Dr. Holland furnished me with records of these experiments and 
prints of results made from the original plates, designated (1), (2) 
and (3). (1) Is not available at this writing, and I think lost, but 
I will quote his record of it as it is a side-light upon (2) and (3), 
and because connected with it is an interesting and suggestive item of 
information. 

“I decided to make experiments in Spirit Photography. Accord- 
ingly, I went to Mrs. Bartell’s rooms, 1752 Welton st., having made 
previous arrangements for the experiment, to test the truthfulness 
or falsity of Spirit Photography, Mr. Chas. Bartel, son of Mrs. Bar- 
tel, being the medium. He (Charlie) promiscuously selected a 
glass plate, placed it in the holder, and then the latter into his kodak. 
I seated myself, he focussed the instrument upon me, snapped it, and 
I was photographed. There were also present at the time Mr. and 
Mrs. Bartel. We (Charlie and myself) went into the dark-room, 
Mrs. Bartel following to witness the developing process. I wit- 
nessed the experiment from start to finish, saw the plate placed into 
the holder, then into the kodak, thence into the developer, saw the 
faces appear as the developing fluid brought out the delineations, 
and thence into the fixing bath. 

We found that there were three Spirit faces on my photo. One 
of these is recognized by my sister-in-law, as her daughter Ella, who 
passed out some years ago. 

I attest that in every particular it was a straightforward trans- 
action, void of all semblance of deception, this the 10th day of No- 
vember, 1903. Address 910 16th st., Denver, Colo. 

(Signed) J. C. Hotianp, M. D., D. D. S$.” 


The record herewith which as said Dr. Holland gave me describes 
in detail the test conditions of Experiment (2), viz. 

“ Being somewhat a kodak fiend I proposed taking with me my 
own instrument, plates, etc., and do some work on my own respon- 
sibility. Accordingly I purchased at Ford’s Supply Store, 16th st., 
opposite the Post Office, a dozen of Seeds Dry Plates 4.x 5, remark- 
ing my intention to try the experiment of taking Spirit pictures. 
The salesman assured me that he had not “ fixed ” the plates. 

“On the 17th of Oct., 1903, I proceeded to the rooms of Mrs. 
Bartel on Welton st. But before going there I had placed six of the 
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above plates in three respective holders, of my own, at my residence, 
one of which with two plates in it I placed into my own kodak, an 
Eastman, 4x 5. 

Charlie focussed the instrument on myself and pressed the but- 
ton making an exposure. Then Charlie seated himself and I 
snapped the kodak on him. Again I seated myself for more ex- 
posures, using the other four plates, taking different positions, sit- 
ting and standing, seemingly to assure myself of the possibility of 
obtaining more or less pictures on my negatives. We then went 
into the dark-room and developed them, I myself removing every 
plate from the holder and placing it into the developer, and thence 
into the fixing bath. 

There was, contrary to expectation, not a sign of a picture on 
Charlie’s negative and four of my own, but on the sixth plate there 
were two faces, that of a lady at right angles to my own, and that 
of a man, covering my stomach. (This as the photo shows is in an 
inverted position, C. H. C.) neither of the Spirit faces could I 
identify. 

Here out of six plates or exposures, I got only one, the medium 
getting none. All these exposures were made on my own plates, 
placed in my own kodak, removed by myself, placed in the developer, 
and fixing fluid, and finished complete without any other person 
touching or handling them. There was no possible chance for 
anyone to manipulate the plates, for they were never out of my 
possession”’. 

The print (F) which accompanies the foregoing record shows 
the result of that Experiment (2). Made from the negative of a re- 
duced transparency of the original. Fig. XVII. 


EXPERIMENT (3). 


On the 19th day of October, having placed three dry plates into 
the holders, in my own residence, I went to the rooms of Mrs. Bar- 
tel, about 2:30 p.m. I asked Charlie to seat himself and I focussed 
my kodak on him and placed into it one of ‘my loaded holders. I 
had previously procured four feet of tubing, attaching it to the 
bulb and instrument, and arranged for the sitting, i. ¢., he to time 


the exposure, snap the kodak, and in fact take his own picture, which 
he did. 
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Then I seated myself, he focussed the instrument on me, I timed 
myself 10 seconds in making the exposure. Placing the other slide 
in the instrument I requested Mrs. Bartel to sit for a picture, which 
she did and Charlie made the exposure. Taking the holders with 
me, we went together into the dark-room. I took the plates out 
of the holders and placed one at a time into the developing fluid. 
We watched the developing process with a great deal of enthusiasm, 
expecting to see Spirit pictures on all of the plates. 

There were good pictures of both Charlie and Mrs. Bartel on 
two of the plates, but no Spirit faces on either. But on my own 
negative there appeared a large, well-defined face, a true well-de- 
fined Spirit picture. This last experiment was to my entire satis- 


faction a complete vindication of the truthfulness of Spirit Pho- 
tography. Fig. XVIII. 

For, in this experiment, I procured my own plates, put them into 
my own holders, placed them into my own kodak, snapped the in- 


strument, took out the plates, placed them into the developer, then 
into the fixing bath, thence into the water. 


I attest the foregoing as a correct and truthful statement of 
the facts as they actually took place. 


My address is 910 16th st., Denver, Colo. 
(Signed) J. C. Hotianp, M. D., D. D. 8.” 


The print (G) shows the result of experiment (3), which is as 
described a psychic face clearly defined. Also it is to be noted that 
the sitter is holding something in his hand and looking at it (1. e., his 
watch whilst timing the exposure “10 seconds”) and his other hand 
is in a position as tho it held something (i. e., the bulb used for opening 
and closing the shutter of the kodak). 

In the two experiments (2) and (3) which are described above 
as having been conducted under strict test conditions, there were no re- 
sults obtained except on the Doctor’s plate; and it is to be noted es- 
pecially that, as he says, “neither of the Spirit faces could I identify ”. 
It is natural to inquire why this was so—why were not recognizable 
faces produced? It was not only not required but would have been 
presumption on the part of the operator (whoever he might have been) 
to produce this kind of evidence of the genuineness of ‘ Spirit Pho- 
tography’, by reason of the fact that the investigator had avowedly 
undertaken to establish “the truthfulness or falsity” of the subject by 
his own method of proof. Also the record of Experiment (1), in which 
the investigator applied no test conditions, shows that this kind of 
proof, which is ordinarily the most convincing, had already been given. 
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For, as the Doctor says, “ One of these faces is recognized by my sister- 
in-law, as her daughter Ella, who passed out some years ago”. Also 
the result of the following experiment made by another investigator and 


friend of mine is a sample of the kind of proof that is ordinarily the 
most convincing.* 


OBSERVATIONS BY REV. CHAS. HALL COOK. 


All the while that my professional friend (Dr. Holland) was ex- 
perimenting, he kept me thoroughly posted even in detail about the 
experiments he made, results and non-results, test and non-test in 
part. Then it occurred to me to investigate in another way. Ac- 
cordingly, at my suggestion a friend of mine, Mr. I. B. Scott, of the 
Denver Watch Case Co.,—an amateur photographer of unusual 
ability and having a full equipment, etc.—arranged for a sitting with 
the boy-medium, Charlie Bartel. Herewith I quote from my record 
and that of Mr. Scott, viz. 

“This photograph (print D) was taken in September, 1903, in 
the private rooms of Mr. I. B. Scott, a well known citizen of Denver. 
I was present at the time. The psychic was an amateur photo- 
grapher, a lad of sixteen years of age, using only a kodak. In com- 
pliance with a request made by Mr. Scott, Charlie Bartel (psychic) 
called with his camera, plates, etc., on a Sunday soon after the noon- 
lunch hour, and Mr. Scott and little Ainslee Carson posed for a 
picture. Being present myself and particularly interested I remem- 
ber well the event, and made it a point to secure a photograph of the 
result (which is herewith presented, C. H. C.). 

Herewith is given verbatim the statement furnished me by Mr. 
Scott, which is his testimonial of recognition of the psychic faces. 

“T enclose plate of myself and Ainslee on my lap. The form 
at my head is that of one of the dearest friends of my younger days, 
that passed to the other life in 1872. I never had or saw a picture 
of her until I got this one, taken in my kitchen with a curtain hung 
across one corner. Charley Bartell was the operator. The lady 
smiling, leaning against Ainslee is fully recognized as his Aunt. 


* Inquiry resulted in the information that Dr. Holland had recently died 
and I then appealed to friends for some information about him. I received 
three letters asserting that he was an intelligent and honest man, a patient and 
painstaking investigator. These letters come from professional and business 
men of evident standing in the city and community. 
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The gentleman’s face, lower left hand, was a particular friend of 
Mrs. Carson, (Mrs. Carson is the mother of Ainslee and lady of 
the house). Fig. XIX. 
Yours Resp’y, 
I. B. Scorr”’. 


The print (D) herewith, made from the negative of a transparency 
of the original, shows result of the sitting described in the above record. 

As regards the original plate which Mr. Scott sent me, I cannot find 
it among my negatives, if not lost. Have only one print of it. 


OBSERVATIONS, DIRECT AND PERSONAL. 
By Rev. CHarLeEs Coox. 


As regards my investigations of the boy-medium, Charlie Bartel 
and his kodak phenonmics:a, I made no direct experiments. I neither 
prescribed nor applied any test conditions whatever, not because 
I underestimated the great importance of such methods, but because 
I had reached the limit of my ability in that respect and still my 
scepticism goaded me on. No other way seemed to be open to me 
than to “ let things have their own way ” and I to use my “ eyes, ears 
and wits” all the while as sort of a detective. I purposely and 
sincerely took deep interest in the lad, and thereby gained his warm 
friendship and full confidence. I arranged to have him occupy the 
same room with me whilst I was stopping at a hotel several weeks— 
his father and mother residing at the time in the same city. This 
kept him in constant contact with me, as he used my room as a 
gallery for photographing whenever a friend wanted a sitting. 

For his developing work, etc., he used the closet in my room and 
sometimes the one across the hallway directly opposite my door. 
I myself furnished him plates and whatever materials he needed for 
developing and printing, etc. The closet (1. ¢., used for a “ dark- 
room”) was always accessible, and nothing in it as far as I could 
see but pans for “ developing ” and “ fixing” and a box of plates, 
etc., I had given him. His trunk (a small one) was always un- 
locked and usually quite empty of clothing, as he seemed to have 
had only one suit and a few shirts, etc. He was much disinclined to 
talk about his mediumistic gift and seemed to feel it to be a disgrace, 
because as he said “ people thought so”. A year or two after my 
intimate association with him I learned indirectly that he was at 
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Cripple Creek, employed in mining, and had left off taking pictures 
entirely. Several years later whilst I was absent from the city 
(Denver) a telegram came from Cripple Creek making inquiry 
and wanting me to come up there on important business. Later I 
learned it was from Charlie Bartel, for the purpose of marrying him. 

Such in brief were the circumstances under which I witnessed 
and studied the boy-medium and the production of his kodak- 
phenomena of psychic faces, forms, etc. The results obtained were 
many and varied as well as extremely interesting. It is a matter 


of regret that I now have prints of only two—Mr. Scott’s (D) men- 
tioned above being one of them. 


The print (E) herewith is that of the other result, in which the 
sitter is Mr. Bartel, the father of Charlie Bartel. The psychic faces, 
which are a peculiarity of his work, are conspicuous on account of their 
great size, and present interesting features, i. e., two larger and one 
smaller than the sitter’s face. Also varied sizes are features of print 
(D). Print (E) herewith is from the negative of a transparency, as I 
have only one print from the original negative. Fig. XX. 


EXPERIMENTS IN PSYCHIC PHOTOGRAPHY. 


Three and a half years after my investigations with Mr. Ed- 
ward Wyllie at Los Angeles, another opportunity was given me to 
make experiments. It was in January, 1905, midwinter, that I vis- 
ited San Diego, immedately after the holiday season, hoping to 
recuperate my health, and learned that Mr. Wyllie was occupying 
rooms at the Albion. Having had but limited experience in prac- 
tical photography and desiring as complete experimental knowledge 
of the subject as possible, so as to fully satisfy my own mind as 
well as others about the marvelous results obtained upon his pho- 
tographic plates, I asked Mr. Wyllie, if he would teach or show 
me how to do photographic work as he did it. He consented and 
I agreed to pay him a small sum for his instructions or services. 
This gave me an opportunity to know all that I might desire to know. 

Mr. Wyllie’s accommodations at the Albion were humble, two 
small rooms, quite inadequate for a professional photographer. One 
had but little space beyond that occupied by his bed, no closets or cup- 
boards or shelves suitable for storing away plates, etc., etc.; a 
small trunk in which he kept a suit of clothes, shirts, etc.; a chair 
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and a small table or stand having an empty drawer. This room 
served the purpose of a “ dark-room ” and the other he used for his 
Gallery. The latter had in it only several wooden chairs, a small 
bureau, and his old fashioned camera. The bureau drawers were 
usually empty which I happened to know by reason of having access 
to them by his permission to put into them whatever I desired from 
time to time. Mr. Wyllie’s equipment was scanty and there was a 
total absence of ingenious appliances or devices. 

I provided myself with a new camera, purchased at Patterson’s 
Supply House in San Diego, 4x 5 Stanley plates, and all other ma- 
terials for photographic work. I fitted up for developing a small 
closet in my private room at the Willard Hotel. Mr. Wyllie had 
no occasion to enter my temporary “ dark-room’’, as all of his 
instructions were given me at the Albion. Mr. Wyllie did all he 
agreed to and all I desired of him with the utmost conscientiousness, 
and even wrote out his instructions in detail, without my asking it, 
so that I might refer to them if need be when working alone. It 
was under the circumstances as narrated in the foregoing that I 
made all the experiments in psychic photography that I desired. 

The following descriptions of experiments are transcripts from 
records that I made at the time of the experiments. In one of 
the two experiments described herewith I used my own camera and 
plate, and in the other my plate but no camera. 


EXPERIMENT I. 
San Diego, Calif., Jan. 12th, 1905. 


I made no engagement for this experiment, used my own camera, 
purchased at Patterson’s Supply House, a 4.x 5 Stanley plate, taken 
from the box I bought at the same store. I opened this box at the 
time in Mr. Patterson’s “ dark-room”, marked the plates, loaded 
my holder and put it into my camera. 

(Mr. Patterson is a dealer of repute in San Diego, expressed 
his disbelief in psychic photography, and his lady-assistant the same. ) 

I made this experiment in Mr. Wyllie’s room at the Albion. 
No person present but Mr. W. He “ magnetized ” the plate before 
exposure, as it helped, he said, the “ forces” to produce results in 
this way. I removed the holder from my camera and we went to- 
gether into the dark-room (his bedroom). I held it underneath 
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with my left hand and uncovered the plate partly by drawing out 
the slide. Then I took hold of the sides of the plate-holder with 
both hands and held it firm, whilst at my request Mr. Wyllie placed 
his hand (right) over it, the sides of his hand at the same time com- 
ing in contact with and pressing upon my two thumbs, and his other 
hand underneath against mine, and kept it there I think about eight 
or ten minutes, and then removed it. At once I pushed in the slide 
and put the holder into my coat pocket, and we returned together 
to the Gallery (his front room). There was no “ ruby-light ” or 
light of any kind in the dark-room during this time. 

Having brought my blanket, I hung it up as background behind 
the sitter’s chair. Mr. Wyllie acted as temporary sitter whilst I 
focussed my camera upon him. Then I took the holder from my 
coat pocket, adjusted it in my camera, and drew out the slide; and 
at once I seated myself in the sitter’s chair and requested Mr. Wyllie 
to press the bulb and time an exposure. Thereupon I returned at 
once to the camera, pushed in the slide, took camera and my blanket, 
and went to my private room at the Willard. There I deposited my 
camera, holder and box of plates in my trunk, locked it and pocketed 
the key. Prior to this experiment none of these photographic effects 
had been accessible to Mr. Wyllie, or anybody else except myself. 

The camera, holder, etc., remained locked in my trunk until the 
third day thereafter (1. ¢e., Jan. 14th). In the afternoon of that day 
I developed this plate—the plate exposed as described above—in 
Mr. Patterson’s dark-room in company with his lady-assistant. The 
experiment proved to be a success, as there was plainly visible on 
the plate upon the lower part of my breast a man’s face, with 
mustache, whiskers, and other interesting features. I do not recog- 
nize the face, though it seems to-me that I have seen it somewhere. 
Fig. XXI. 

(Ref. Coates’ Photographing The Invisible, p. 174, note mid- 
way, Am. ed. or p. 184, Eng. ed.). 

(Examining carefully the “extra” of this experiment, I saw 
that it presented an appearance of being flat, and not that of a sub- 
stantial form or actual face taken by the camera; that is, it had the 
appearance of a direct impress, imprinted in the sensitized coating 
of the plate, the immediate transcript of a like picture or image itself. 
It could not have been the transfer of a visible picture or image or 
Mr. Wyllie’s hand, for I had carefully examined his hand just be- 
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fore or rather as we entered the dark-room. Even if there had 
been an invisible image or picture on the palm of Mr. Wyllie’s hand, 
it (the palm) could not have come in contact with and impressed the 
plate under the circumstances without my discovering it, for I had 
purposely so held the plate-holder as to prevent it.) 

(Also ref. Coates’ “ Photographing The Invisible”, pp. 174 and 
175 Am. ed. and pp. 184 and 185 Eng. ed.). 


EXPERIMENT 2. 


San Diego, Calif., Jan. 23rd, 1905. 

This experiment was made without a camera, in Mr. Wyllie’s 
rooms at the Albion. No one was present but Mr. W. and myself. 
I had marked my plates in my dark-room at the Willard, a fresh 
packet, Stanley 4x5, bought of Mr. Patterson, dealer in photo- 
graphic supplies, San Diego, Calif. 

Whilst having a social chat with Mr. Wyllie, I incidentally re- 
marked that I would like to get some pictures and wanted to use 
his camera for the purpose of comparing results (7. e., results ob- 
tained through his camera and mine). Immediately I went to my 
private room in the Willard, only a block distant, and got my box of 
plates ; but on my way back I changed my mind and on entering his 
room I said, “ Mr. Wyllie, let’s try without a camera.” “ We might 
try ”, he said. 

Thereupon we went together into his dark-room (bedroom), in 
which there was no light of any kind. I took a plate from the box 
I had put into my pocket at the Willard, and held the corners of it 
next to me firmly between my thumbs and forefingers, whilst I felt 
the plate being held rigidly at the other end. I did not let it go from 
my hand an instant, and it seemed not longer than a quarter of a 
minute when Mr. Wyllie let go his firm hold on the other end, say- 
ing, “ It’s done, didn’t you hear the raps?” “ No,” said I, (not be- 
ing quite sure of having heard what I felt to be like pulse-beats on 
the underside of the plate). At once I enclosed this plate in an 
empty box which I had in my side coat pocket and returned to my 
room at the Willard and locked it in my trunk. 

I myself developed this plate in the evening of the same day. It 
was very evident at a glance that the experiment had proved success- 
ful, for there was plainly visible on it the face of a man, very large 
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and distinct, with moustache and other interesting features. Also 
there was to be seen in the corner of the plate distinctly made my 
peculiar mark S being in evidence that there had been no shifting 
or exchanging of plates one for another. Fig. XXII. 


The fact to be especially noted in this experiment is that a definite 
result had been obtained without a camera and on my marked plate. 

There was no evidence that Mr. Wyllie superimposed his hand 
upon the film side of this plate in the dark-room. If he had done so, 
his fingers would have probably come in contact with my hand or fingers 


and his hold at the other end of the plate would not have been firm and 
constant all the time. } 


Also if Mr. Wyllie had had a prearranged plan or had devised any 
way or means of producing a result, the change of my mind which took 
place whilst I was going to and from my room in the Willard would 
have seriously interfered, if not wholly thwarted, the execution of it. 

The Experiment X was made under fairly good test conditions but 
not so stringent as in the two described in the foregoing narrative. I 
have preserved the result not as a specimen of scientific research but 
as a curiosity and because the head has a striking resemblance to that 
of my deceased parent, William Cook. Fig. XXIII. 


Rev. CHARLES Cook, 


Oct. 8th, 1914. 
Dear Dr. Hyslop: 


It also occurs to me at this writing to mention that about a week 
ago a letter came to hand from a stranger, Mrs. Marguerite du Pont 
Lee, Washington, D. C., enclosing also photographs of psychic 
phenomena or specimens of “ Psychic Photography” obtained 
through her own experiments with her boy’s camera. They are to 
say the least very interesting as gbjects of wonder but surely more 
than that if we are to have any understanding of the universe of 
which we ourselves are a part. These interesting prints seem to me 
to give us a glimpse, perhaps a glimmer of information, concerning 
that “ unknown” energy that can affect physical objects (termed 
long ago by Epes Sargent and later by Wm. Crookes “ Psychic 
Force”) and perhaps in another way or rate of vibration does pro- 
duce effects upon the film of the photographic plate as being “ lu- 
miniferous ”, suggesting the validity of the old time theory of “ Lu- 
miniferous Ether ”. 

Also by the way I herewith enclose the results together with 
brief reports thereon of two experiments which I “ accidentally ” 
made last Sunday and Monday. As to one of the extras on the 


plate of Monday’s experiment, i. e., “ Father Ryan’s face”, I refer 
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you to the result of an experiment made a year ago, i. e., Oct. 12th. 

As to my statement of recognition of my deceased daughter’s 
face and that of her mother to the same on the second plate (and 
anyone can see that imagination or illusion is playing no pranks 
in our minds by comparing it with a portrait which hangs on the 
wall in our front room), you will of course not understand or infer 
therefrom that I am concerned about hypotheses in recording or 
writing about these alleged facts, and certainly not in the sense of 
propagating any one of them. It is quite immaterial to me what 
explanation (so-called) one may or does fabricate from them— 
be it “spirits”, “ fraud’, devil”, or “ Balaam’s Ass” if he chooses. 
It is simply my duty to make known my testimony to them and con- 
cerning them. 

Yours sincerely, 
Rev. CHARLES HALL Cook. 


RECORDS. EXPERIMENTS IN PSYCHIC PHOTOGRAPHY, 
APRIL 22ND—MAY 14TH, 1903. 


Rev. CHarLes Hatt Cook, 1906 PEARL St., DENVER, Colo. 


In messages written by the hand of an automatist purporting to: 
be from “ spirit ” people, one in particular (April 22nd) being from 
my deceased daughter Maud or with her signature attached, a sug- 
gestion was made that I make experiments in Psychic Photography 
with Mr. Alex Martin, photographer at 1639 Platte st., April 24th, 
the second day thereafter, I called upon Mr. Martin and explained 
to him my object and he granted me the privilege of making ex- 
periments without remuneration under whatever conditions I might 
desire. 

April 27th I began a series of twelve experiments. In these 
experiments I did not use Mr. Martin’s dark-room or any acces- 
sory therein—only his gallery room, camera and a wooden chair 
for the sitter. For the purpose of loading and unloading the plate- 
holder I made use of a small closet inside of the gallery room under 
a stairway against the wall. This closet was hardly large enough 
for two persons to stand erect therein and no access to it other than 
the entrance door and nothing in it, except a dilapidated dry goods. 
box upon which we placed the plate-holder to load and unload it. 


i 
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The plates I used in these experiments I myself provided, Seeds. 
Plates 5x7, I purchased at Davis’ Photographic Supply Store on 
Champa st. between 16th and 17th sts., and cut the box open on 
the first day of the experiments in the presence of Mr. Martin in his 
gallery room. I did not allow this box of plates or plates therein 
to pass into the possession of Mr. Martin or anybody else at any 
time whatsoever. I carried it in my side coat pocket whenever I ex- 
pected to make a trial and kept it in concealment at other times. 
None of the plates after exposure were developed by Mr. Martin or 
by anybody else in his dark-room. 

Mr. Martin was with me all the time during the experiments 
both in the gallery room and dark closet, and at no time did he leave. 
the gallery room. The weather being quite warm, Mr. Martin 
usually laid aside his coat, and this of course made more improbable 
the concealment of a plate or any device upon his person. If there 
were such, no opportunity was given either in the dark closet or 
gallery room to make use of it. I observed nothing in Mr. Martin’s 
manner or movements that was in the least suspicious. 

At the beginning of each experiment I made a thorough examina- 
tion of the interior of Mr. Martin’s camera, lens, plate-holder (“a 
single-curtain-slide ”), and the screens, such as are used by photo- 
graphers, back of and around the sitter’s chair. There were no mir- 
rors on the walls of the gallery room, no trap-doors or appliances 
discoverable in the rear or vicinity of the sitter’s chair. Whenever 
a trial was being made no persons were in the room other than Mr. 
Martin and myself. I posed in all the experiments as sitter except 
one whilst he uncapped the lens and timed an exposure. 

April 27th, the first day of experiments, I made three in suc- 
cession. The first and second were under exactly the same con- 
ditions. In addition to those described above other conditions were 
imposed. After I had made an examination of the camera, etc., as. 
above stated I asked Mr. Martin to accompany me to the dark 
closet, and at my request he took up the plate-holder and we walked 
side by side to the closet, the holder not being out of my sight for 
one moment. Upon entering the closet I at once rested my hand 
upon the holder which Mr. Martin placed upon the dry goods box at 
the same time closing the door with my other hand. Then I took 
a plate from the box I had in my side coat pocket and at my request 
Mr. Martin opened the holder and we together, he holding one end 


—— 
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of the plate and I the other, placed it in the holder, fastened it and 
closed the holder. 

At once with one hand resting on the holder I opened the door 
with the other, and at my request Mr. Martin took hold of it and 
we went together into the gallery room, and as he placed it upon a 
chair near by I seated myself in the sitter’s chair. Thereupon he 
focussed the camera upon me, and having adjusted the holder in it, 
uncapped the lens and timed an exposure. Removing the holder 
from the camera we returned to the dark closet, and not for a 
moment was it out of my sight. Upon entering the closet Mr. 
Martin placed the holder on the dry goods box and my hand rested 
upon it whilst I closed the door with the other hand. At my re- 
quest he opened the holder and I took the plate from it and put it into 
an empty box which I carried in my other side coat pocket. 

In making the third experiment I took precautions, tho 
hardly warrantable. Whilst I was examining the flannel curtain 
that hung over the rear screen as background to the sitter’s chair, 
Mr. Martin standing aside and looking on as a spectator musingly 
suggested that I remove all accessories about the sitter’s chair, 
screens and even the mat on the floor. The removal of the rear 
screen left only the white plastered wall of the gallery room, slightly 
discolored with dust, dirt and smoke. This I also carefully in- 
spected. Thereupon I conducted this experiment under exactly the 
same conditions as described above in the first and second trials. 

The box enclosing the plates, exposed as described above, I took 
away with me to my residence, 1906 Pearl st. and placed in conceal- 
ment. Next morning, April 28th, taking the plates I went to F. D. 
Storm’s Gallery on 16th st. between Champa and Curtis, and know- 
ing he professed no belief in such things I related to him the con- 
ditions under which the plates I wished to be developed had been 
exposed and asked him if fraud could have been perpetrated. He 
said he could not see how it was possible. Then we went together 
into his dark-room and I handed him the plates from the box, one 
by one, and witnessed the development of them. Returning to the 
light of the gallery room we saw there was nothing on the plate 
of the first sitting, besides the form of the sitter, and nothing on the 
plate of the second sitting. But on the plate of the third experi- 
ment there were above the head of the sitter three faces, fairly 
distinct, almost as much so as my own, one being a bust of Abra- 
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ham Lincoln, another that of Longfellow and another a minia- 
ture Oriental just above the centre. These phantasmal faces or 
busts (as Mr. Storm'remarked at the time) have the appearance of 


being cut out from a magazine and pasted upon the white background 
of the white plastered wall. Fig. XXIV. 


Print A which accompanies this record is the result of the third 
experiment. It is taken or made from a negative of the transparency 
of the original which is lost or at any rate I can’t find it among my file 
of negatives. The transparency is a pure transmission from the 
original, and from the former is made direct the negative, of which a 
print I herewith enclose—these are all in the natural state, i. e., the re- 
sults of the actinic rays of light—untampered with and untouched by an 
artist’s embellishment. 

April 28th to May 14th I had eight sittings with Mr. Martin at differ- 
ent times for psychic photographs but got no results. Naturally I felt 
disappointed as only one more experiment would complete the series I 
had undertaken. In this last one additional precautions were taken as 
I myself was not as usual the sitter. The conditions imposed were as 
follows. 

May 14th, on my way to Mr. Martin’s gallery soon after the noon 
hour I called upon the automatist to whom I referred in the beginning, 
and with whom various physical phenomena of a miscellaneous character 
sometimes occurred, thinking that her presence might perhaps help the 
“ forces”? produce results in my experiments in Psychic Photography. 
I explained to her that I was going to try for a “ spirit’ photograph at 
Mr. Martin’s and wanted her to be the sitter. She said she would take 
the next car to the gallery. Hastening on my cycle I arrived there about 
fifteen minutes before Miss W. (automatist). Meanwhile I examined 
carefully the interior of Mr. Martin’s camera, lens and plate-holder; re- 
moved the rugs from off the floor and the screens behind and at the 
sides of the sitter’s chair, and there was only the bare floor and the 
white wall as background, which I also carefully inspected. 

On Miss W.’s (automatist) arrival I tied a strong cord around her 
forearm and fastened the other end of it at the length of about 3 feet to 
my left arm. Then at my request Mr. Martin removed the holder from 
the camera and we went together into the small closet whilst Miss W. 
remained just outside the entrance. Resting my hand on the holder 
which Mr. Martin placed upon the dry goods box I closed the door with 
my other hand. ‘Then I took a plate from the box I carried in my side 
coat pocket, and at my request Mr. Martin drew back the slide and we 
together, he holding one corner and I another, adjusted it in the holder, 
fastened it and closed the holder.* 


* The tying of the cord was not explained in the original account, as read- 
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At once I opened the door whilst the other hand rested on the holder, 
and then Mr. Martin took hold of it and we went together into the 
gallery room to the camera. On being released Miss W. seated herself 
in the sitter’s chair, whilst Mr. Martin placed the holder on a chair 
near the camera. Then we focussed the camera upon Miss W. and 
Mr. Martin adjusted the holder into it, uncapped the lens and timed an 
exposure. Removing the holder from the camera, we went into the 
closet; he placed the holder on the dry goods box whilst I rested one 
hand on it and closed the door with the other. He drew back the slide 
and I took the plate from it and put it into an empty box that I carried 
in my other side coat pocket.+ 


ers will observe. Hence I inquired the reason and Dr. Cook’s reply is as 
follows: 


“ Answering your question why I tied a cord to the psychic in the experi- 
ment in which I obtained the thirty baby faces, I know of no explanation 
other than the state of my mind at the time. I was determined to have control 
of everything—all conditions that might have any connection directly or indi- 
rectly with the experiment. In all my sittings with her as an automatic writer 
—more than fifty at that time—tho I was extremely sceptical and critical, 
which she had ofttimes noted, I had observed nothing whatever in her conduct 
that was in the least suspicious. I remember well the circumstance. Just as 
Mr. Martin and I were starting towards the closet under the stairway, she 
remarked, with a slight touch of irony in her voice, ‘If I am left alone here 
I might do some mischief’ (looking towards Martin’s old camera). Now as 
there was hardly room for two in the little closet and knowing she was a 
‘medium’ I thought best to tie her.”—Editor. 


+1 asked Dr. Cook for further details in regard to the conditions in these 
experiments and take the following from his letters in reply. 


“The plate-holder was always placed upon a chair near the camera, quite 
on a line with the front of it, about two feet from it and to the left (from 
the sitter’s point of view). Mr. Martin always did the focussing of the lens 
and timing exposures. The statement in the record of the final experiment 
‘Then we focussed the camera upon Miss W ’ is not literally and strictly 
correct, tho sometimes in making an examination before an experiment I 
would focus the lens upon the sitter’s chair. Mr. Martin always adjusted the 
holder into the camera chamber. 

“The gallery, a very large room, was almost wholly barren, and nothing 
within fifteen feet of where the chair stood on which the holder was usually 
placed, except the camera. His dark-room, where he did all his developing 
work, etc., was in a cellar at the farther end of the building, which is reached 
by passing through an adjoining room and down a back stairway. All there 
was in the gallery room was the old fashioned camera, sitter’s chair, pho- 
tographer’s screens and a few chairs for visitors. There were no side rooms, 
no cellar under the gallery, no trap-doors, or anything of the kind discover- 
able. Also it is stated in my notes that ‘during these experiments there were 
no persons or person in the gallery room or closet besides Mr. Martin and 
myself’ (except Miss W , the automatist in the final experiment). 

“As to the final experiment, in which Miss W , the automatist, partici- 
pated (1. e¢., the print of baby faces), it is recorded in my notes made at the 
time that whilst we were in the gallery room the plate-holder was not out of 
my sight for one moment until Mr. Martin pushed it into the camera chamber. 
I remember well the circumstance. We, Mr. Martin and myself, were in the 
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The plate exposed as described above I took with me from Mr. Mar- 
tin’s gallery and kept in concealment several days at my residence 
1906 Pearl st., and on April 18th an amateur photographer and myself 
developed it in his private room at 2428 Emerson st.; and it was evident 
that the experiment had proved a success, for on the upper half of the 


plate there was a cloud of baby faces, numbering more than thirty. 
Fig. XXV. 


Print B which is herewith enclosed shows the result of the final 
experiment of a series of twelve, being one of only two results obtained. 
It is from a negative of the transparency of the original which I think 
is lost as I cannot find it among my negatives on file. The transpar- 
ency as well as the negative is a direct and pure transmission, simply 
and only the work of the actinic rays of light, untouched by any artist's 
device or embellishments. 

Remarks: 


(1) If photo A is a production by invisible intelligence or as 
the Spiritualist explains “ spirits”, one might query, Is it a joke 
perpetrated upon the “ fraud-hypothesis ” ? 


(2) If photo B is the work of “ spirit” people or intelligences 
from the “other side” of life, one might think it an humiliating 
parody on that state of mind which is ever alert to cry “ fraud” in 
criticism upon these and similar alleged facts. 


CHARLES HALL Cook. 


closet a mere fraction of a minute, whilst Miss W—— was just outside the 
entrance tied at the forearm to my left wrist. On opening the door Mr. 
Martin stepped outside, I followed, and then Miss W followed close 
behind me, and thus we walked together to the camera, the latter being about 
twenty feet, perhaps more, from the closet. Mr. Martin placed the plate- 
holder on the chair which was in the usual place (as heretofore mentioned ) 
and stepped behind the camera and waited to focus the lens whilst I stood 
beside the chair and plate-holder and quickly unloosed the slip-knot on Miss 
W ’s arm. I remained by the chair and plate-holder all the time whilst 
Miss W took the sitter’s chair and posed for a picture and so did Mr. 
Martin remain where he was. 

“As I was thus observing I saw Mr. Martin, upon focussing the lens, take 
hold of the plate-holder and adjust it into the camera and time an exposure. 
Then I saw him draw out the holder from the camera and straightway we 
returned walking side by side to the closet, etc., as described in the record. 
During this whole interval ¢. e., from the time we left the closet and returned 
to it, it was just as it is recorded in my notes, the plate-holder—belonging to 
the old style camera—was what is termed a ‘ single-curtain-slide’; that is, no 
room for or possibility of concealing a second plate in it. 

“In brief there was no changing of plates, for the simple reason that the 
conditions existing and imposed made it impossible. If the ‘critic’ should 
say, ‘Is it not possible that you may be mistaken?’ In this instance I say 


‘No’, and it is not an opinion or belief that I express but simply the testi- 
mony of my ‘ wits and senses ’.”—Editor. 
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PART II. 
INTRODUCTION. 


James H. Hystop. 


The following experiments are included in the report, tho they 
are not test ones, as were the previous series. They do not show 
any differences in.kind from those that purported to be test ones 
and so have that much in their favor. Besides readers will re- 
mark certain features which tend to support the belief that they 
have some grounds for being regarded as equally worthy of 
record. The absence of the cap on Father Ryan’s head in the 
psychic photograph, tho not conclusive and not impossibly pro- 
duced artificially, may not have been possible under the specific 
circumstances. The extreme drowsiness of the sitter is a psycho- 
logical phenomenon of some importance in the case, as it dupli- 
cates similar phenomena in mediumship generally where super- 
normal facts are provable. It does not exempt Mr. Martin from 
scrutiny, but it is a part of the whole and should be noted. 

It is easy to conceive an hypothesis by which we can explain 
the photographs. For instance we have only to suppose that Mr. 
Martin had obtained a copy of Father Ryan’s poems, touched the 
negative to suit and reversed his own in making the photograph. 
In the other case he might have had a copy of the photograph of 
the daughter, tho that is hard to maintain in the face of the fact 
that it is certainly not a copy of the one in Dr. Cook’s home. But 
the circumstance that the pictures were taken under circumstances 
in which trickery of some kind was possible deprives us of assur- 
ance that it was not employed. It is true that I have the testi- 
mony of several people who know Mr. Martin and who agree in 
saying that he is a perfectly honest man, tho one of them, as well 
as Dr. Cook, recognizes that he has been somewhat intemperate 
at times. They do not regard him, however, as having any other 
fault. The extemporaneous character of the experiments is 
something in favor of a difficult explanation, while the cross 
reference with messages that Dr. Cook obtained through writing 
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and clairaudience elsewhere is an item of some significance in 
estimating the possibilities of the case. The most suspicious fact, 
perhaps, is the measure of identity with the picture in Mr. Cook’s 
book of Father Ryan’s Poems. The natural expectation is that 
Father Ryan himself, as he is supposed to be now, should appear 
on the plate. To have the duplication of a cut reproduced is sus- 
picious and justly so, tho we do not know enough about spirits to 
maintain either that they are what we naturally suppose them to 
be or that they would not employ the supposed means to accom- 
plish their purpose. How they can do it in either case is not 
known and we have no reason to suppose that they are what such 
photographs superficially imply. But this does not prove the phe- 
nomena genuine or free from at least formal objections. The 
main point is to recognize the problem. Had the experiments in 
Part I not been test ones the present instances would not be worth 
recording, but the better type entitles the inferior cases to ade- 
quate notice. Besides it was a fact that one of the photographs 
was not developed until Dr. Cook visited Mr. Martin and saw the 
development himself. While that is not proof against tampering 
with the plates it deserves notice. Readers will remark that Dr. 
Cook has been fully alert to the danger points in the experiments 
and with the test cases to cover them their record represents a 
part of the whole which should be noticed whether evidential or 
not.—Editor. 
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NON-TEST EXPERIMENTS. 
PSYCHIC PHOTOGRAPHY. 


By Rev. Hatt Coox, Px. D., DENVER, CoLorapo. 


Oct. 12th, ’13 (Sunday). I called upon my friend Mr. Alex. 
Martin, photographer residing 4445 Cherokee st., about 4 p. m. to 
have a social chat about books, etc—with no thought of having 
a picture taken. I found him in his gallery room at the rear of 
his home conversing with two ladies, and as the latter were tak- 
ing their leave he accompanied them to the entrance outside, and 
whilst they paused for a word or two I seated myself comfortably 
in the gallery room. After a moment or two I felt a sense of 
drowsiness coming over me and thought it curious as I had six 
hours of rest during the night and three hours of sound sleep just 
before coming over to see Mr. M , and I noted in particular 
a cold icy sensation covering my entire forehead so much so 
that I could hardly keep my eyes open. With effort I aroused 
myself and looked around to see if a window or door was open 
for wind blowing upon my head, but there was no opening any- 
where and I sank back again into my comfortable condition. Just 
then Mr. Martin came in, and laughing I said “the psychic in- 
fluences are strong here, if you turn your camera on me you 
might get a picture.” He looked at me earnestly (I presume to 
see if I really meant it) and said “ I’ll get a plate ” and went out. 

Meanwhile the stupor or drowsiness became heavy, and with 
much effort I crawled to a chair near by, that had been placed by 
a small stand having a vase of flowers upon it, in front of the 
camera, and seating myself in it I rested my elbow upon the 
stand with the side of my face upon my hand, and then sank into 
a semi-conscious condition of drowsiness, or sleep. Hardly a 
minute had elapsed when I heard light footsteps and a noise in 
the direction of the camera, and after a short pause I heard the 
voice of Mr Martin say “that’s all” and the sound of the door 


f 


Experiments in Photography. 51 


closing behind him. After spending an hour or so with Mr. Martin 
and family in social chat I returned to my apartments with but 
little thought about what had transpired. 

Midweek I happened into the Denver Watch Case Co., 
Champa st., and incidentally remarked to my friend there that I 
had sort of an accidental sitting at Martin’s the Sunday before, 
and if there should be any psychic effect upon the plate, it would 
have to be a face or something recognizable to be of evidential 
value, as I had imposed no conditions whatever. 

Next Sunday (Oct, 19th 13) I went over to Mr. Martin’s tak- 
ing with me a book he wanted and found him about 5 p. m. at his 
dinner table. After our usual greeting, he looked up and said, 
“You got something.” ‘“ What?” said I (not thinking what he 
meant). “On your plate last Sunday, I’ll get the print I made 
of it,” said he. At once rising from the table he went out and in 
a moment returned and handed me the print, and whilst I was 
looking at it he said, “Can you recognize it?” “ Sure,” said I, “ it’s 
Father Ryan, I recognize it from the steelplate portrait in his 
volume of poems in my library, it’s a perfect likeness of him.” 

After spending the evening with Mr. Martin and family, on 
return to my apartments 1120 E. 17th ave., I took from my book- 
shelf (it being about 11 o’clock) “ Father Ryan’s Poems” and 
opened it at the frontispiece, which is a steelplate portrait of 
Father Ryan, and placed beside it the psychic photograph for the 
purpose of comparison and study. For awhile I held my magni- 
fying glass alternately over them, critically examining them in 
detail and observing in particular the similarities and dissimilar- 
ities, the latter being about equally as many. Then I leaned back 
in my chair, my hand resting on the table and still holding the 
magnifying glass, to think the matter over, when I felt a pressure 
upon my head—I felt it very distinctly—just above and beyond 
the left temple, a pressure like that of a delicate soft gloved hand. 
I calmly felt the pressure become heavier and with it came these 
words, almost audible, “ No cap on his head.” Then the pressure 
vanished, and at once I held the glass over the steelplate portrait 
and saw the priest’s cap on Father Ryan’s head and then held 
it over the head of the psychic photo, but saw no cap there. “ Well 
—well ”—(in surprise), said I, “ it’s strange I had not observed that, 
it’s so, ‘ No cap on his head.’ ” 
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The prints herewith are, viz. No. I is a print of the steelplate 
portrait, that is the frontispiece in my volume of “ Father Ryan’s 
Poems.” No II is a print made of the original plate of the psychic 
photograph. No II1 is a print of an enlarged plate of the original 
psychic negative. A magnifying glass held over No II shows 
that the features, etc., are more distinct than in No. III. Figs. 
XXVI, XXVIII, XXVIII. 


Note—A communicator purporting to be Abram J. Ryan (Father 
Ryan) first wrote by the hand of an automatist almost fifteen years ago 
(May 16th, 1899). The automatist was not a professional or advertising 
medium, but simply a girl yet in her teens—perhaps a young lady— 
living in an unpretentious, private manner like other members of the 
highly respected family to which she belonged, and was at the time I 
learned a member of an orthodox church. The communicator—the 
name somewhat differently inscribed and yet in style of chirography 
quite similar to that at the bottom of the steelplate portrait of “ Father 
Ryan”, 1. e., “ A. R., Abram Ryan, A. J. Ryan, Abram Joseph Ryan ”— 
wrote from time to time poems (several being exquisitely beautiful) and 
personal communications, in which appear peculiarities of expression 
and idiosyncrasies that are in Father Ryan’s published poems, and some 
of these it would be extremely difficult to imitate on account of the 
changes made with evident purpose. 

The same personality has manifested or made known his presence 
(as my records show—others I now recall not recorded)—thro six 
different psychics and at different times, many hundred miles apart, 
and I have no data or reasons to suppose that these mediums were other 
than strangers to each other, and I am sure I furnished them no clue 
to the information given me. Two were writing mediums, two were 
clairvoyant and clairaudient sensitives, and two trumpet mediums. 

The records I have made covering a period of almost fifteen years 
of the numerous manifestations, writings and personal communications 
claiming to emanate from this same personality or source shows a 
symmetrical synthesis of personality; character and life, perfectly in 
harmony with the Author of the published volume entitled “ Father 
Ryan’s Poems”. 


RECORD. EXPERIMENTS IN “ PSYCHIC 
PHOTOGRAPHY ”. 
By Rev. Cuaries Cook, 1120 E. Ave., DENVER, Coto. 
Oct. 4th, 14, 8:30 p. m. (Sunday). 


Nearly two months had elapsed. Today middle afternoon I 
took the car to make a social call upon my friend Alex Martin, 
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photographer at 4445 Cherokee st., North Denver. I had no 
other purpose in doing so than to spend an hour or more in 
social intercourse. Whilst we had been chatting some time on 
sundry affairs in a room adjoining his gallery no thought of 
making an experiment had entered my mind, when suddenly my 
attention was directed to a sensation like that of a sort of 
electrical energy passing through my body and words almost 
audible came into my mind “ Get a picture.” Mr. Martin observed 
that I nervously shifted my body around to the other side of the 
chair, and whilst I momentarily thought it might be a thought or 
suggestion of my own deeper self the words almost audible again 
came into my mind “ Get a picture.” With mingled feelings of 
curiosity and amusement I said to Mr. Martin “Can I get a pic- 
ture?” With a smile and slight expression of surprise he said 
“Yes” and started towards his dark-room (adjoining), saying on 
the way “I'll use one of your plates.” (This is a packet of plates 
I purchased at Ford’s opposite the Post Office many months ago 
and marked in his dark-room at the corners with letters of the 
Greek alphabet to be used in experiments when needed.) Whilst 
Mr. Martin was absent, a feeling of drowsiness came over me 
accompanied with numerous delicate touches upon my hands and 
face and sensations of sort of an electrical energy through my 
hair and pressures and drawings upon many different places on 
my head. The torpor deepened almost to unconsciousness when 
I was aroused by Mr. Martin opening the door and saying he was 
ready. We went into the gallery and I took a seat on a cane 
seated chair in front of the camera and immediately a heavy 
drowsiness came again upon me and similar sensations as have 
been described. Meanwhile Mr. Martin adjusted the holder in the 
camera, made an exposure, and immediately upon his return to 
the dark-room the drowsiness left me, and in the adjoining room 
we continued our chat about a half hour longer and then I took 
the car for home. 


CHARLES Hatt Cook. 


Oct. 5th ’14 8:30 p. m. (Monday). 
Whilst busy down street today about 11:30 a. m. I had a 
strong impression that I must go over to Mr. Martin’s and see 
if there be any result of yesterday’s experiment. I tried to unheed 
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the impression but it grew upon me in spite of my determination 
to the contrary and finally at about twelve o’clock I mounted my 
cycle and rode over to Martin’s. But Mr. Martin had not made 
any print from the plate of yesterday’s experiment, and had not 
even developed it. We then went into the dark-room together 
and he put two plates in the developer, one being mine and the 
other that of several children upon whom he had made an ex- 
posure about a half or three-quarters of an hour before I had my 
sitting. In the developing process I observed that the impression 
on my plate came out very, very slowly whilst the children’s plate 
developed very rapidly and I asked why, to which Mr. Martin 
replied saying that the children’s plate was only a mere moment’s 
exposure as the light at the time was very good but it was get- 
ting dark at the time I had my sitting and consequently he made 
a long exposure about “14 seconds.” The developed plate 
showed that my experiment had not proved a success as there 
were visible no distinct impressions other than my own form, etc. 
Fig. XXIX. At once I incidentally remarked “ why not make an- 
other experiment now”? to which Mr. Martin willingly assented and 
I went into the gallery room and seated myself in a cane seated 
chair in front of the camera. Whilst I awaited Mr. Martin get- 
ting one of my plates and loading the holder I observed at first 
that there were no sensations whatever upon my face, hands, etc., 
as occurred the day before, but shortly I felt distinctly sensations 
like soft delicate touches of fingers above my left eyebrow which 
moved stealthily around and above the left temple, and then fol- 
lowed sensations like those of an electrical energy through my 
hair accompanied with a strong pressure upon and especially at 
the back of my head like that of a strong wind against one’s 
body walking against it and a distinct impression of the wave of a 
hand above and in front of my forehead seemingly about a foot 
from it and words almost audible “ Father Ryan’s hand,” came 
into my mind, and vibrations or rather waves of energy seemed 
to pass down through my head and down my forearms. Just then 
Mr. Martin came in with holder in hand and I asked him to wait 
a moment as sensations of drawing upon my head were taking 
place and drowsiness was being felt. Immediately upon the ex- 
posure being made all these peculiar sensations passed off and we 
went together into the dark-room and developed the plate. I ob- 
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served that extras came out in the developing process some time 
before the sitter’s form took definite shape. Going out into the 
bright light of the adjoining room Mr. Martin recognized one 
face as being Father Ryan’s because of its striking similarity to 
the portrait in Father Ryan’s volume of poems. Looking close at 
the face (being dark in the negative) on the upper part of my 
left breast I observed that the contour of it and especially the 
parted lips with the front teeth showing were strikingly those of 
my deceased daughter and at once I exclaimed “It’s Maud.” 
Within about an hour and a half Mr Martin had several prints 
taken from the negative and with them I returned home and when 
Mrs. Cook looked at it she at once recognized it as the likeness 
of our daughter Maud (deceased). Figs. XXX, XXXI, XXXII. 
CHarLEs Haut Coox. 


No. 1 is from plate exposed Sunday Oct. 4th, ’14. 
No. 2 is from plate exposed Monday Oct. 5th, ’14. 
No. 3 is enlarged 2 for comparison. 

No. 4 is photo of portrait in my res. C. H.C. 


NOTES ON EXPERIMENTS, ETC., OCT. 4 AND 5, NOS. 1 
AND 2, 1914 AND OCT. 12, NOS. I, II, AND ITI, 1913. 


(1) In 2 and II (or III) “ Father Ryan’s” face is the same 
but decidedly more distinct in II in every detail especially so if 
examined with a magnifying glass. 

(2) In 2 the “ Ghetto” (cap) on Father Ryan’s head (1) is 
clearly seen to be absent. The absence is more distinctly marked 
than in II and III, the head having more light upon it. 

(3) “ Father Ryan’s” face in 2 and II (or III) is in pose the 
same but just the reverse of that in the steelplate portrait I. 

(4) <A print made from the back of a film is the exact re- 
verse of that made from the front, and may be equally as distinct, 
but not so a print taken from the back of a glass plate by reason 
of the rays of light being refracted in passing through it. 

(Remark—Mr. Martin does not use films. He uses glass plates 
altogether with an old style camera). 

(5) No I, a photo of the steelplate portrait, the frontispiece 
in “ Father Ryan’s Poems,” shows the dots or dotted lines made 
by the indentures of the mould. Nothing of the kind can be seen 
in the faces of the psychic pictures. 
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(6) The psychic hand, II or III, critically examined (under 
a magnifying glass) bears a striking resemblance to the hand of 
the steelplate portrait, I, whilst the thumb of the former is almost 
identical with that of the latter. 

(7) The hand, II or III, presents the appearance of trans- 
parency, as the contour of my forehead above the left temple 
shows through it and the outline of that part of the hand is in- 
distinct though discernible. 

(8) The boundaries of the psychic pictures are not sharply 
defined as of those cut from other pictures, but consist of shadows 
deepening outward into space as are the natural effects of the 
rays of light. 

(9) The portrait or photo from which the steelplate was 
made must have been taken of Father Ryan 28, 30 or more years 
ago, as he passed into the other life in 1886, and it is not probable 
that it is in existence now or available, as Kenedy and Son, New 
York, have the sole right of publishing Father Ryan’s poems, etc. 
The frontispiece of the latest edition is a portrait very different 
from that from which the photograph herewith is taken. One 
would hardly recognize it as being the same person. 

(10) As to the psychic face upon the extreme upper part of 
my left breast 2—it is an “ unmistakable ” likeness of my daughter 
who passed into the “other life” Oct. 25th, 1898, being at the 
time nineteen years of age. ‘This statement I make is corrobo- 
rated by her mother and others who knew her. Anyone, however, 
can verify the foregoing statement of recognition by comparing 
it with a portrait of my deceased daughter that hangs on the wall 
of the front room of our apartment. Herewith I enclose a print 
of a photo of said portrait, and it is easy to see, even at a glance, 
that the psychic face is modeled after or almost identical with 
the face of said portrait. If Mr. Martin had had the portrait at 
the time, or a picture of it had been in his possession or available, 
it is indeed inexplicable how he could have gotten it onto my 
plate, which I had marked with a Greek letter (Mr. Martin him- 
self having no knowledge of Greek), within the few minutes dur- 
ing which I was with him, before and after, in the adjoining room, 
gallery and dark-room. 

CHARLES HALL Cook. 


(To be Continued.) 
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Fig. V. Ex. No. IV. 


Ex. No. IV, Print from the Relic of 
the Original Negative. 
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